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THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 
I /ustration of Hoses, vi. 3. with proctwal iin the knowledge of our Lord and Sa 
Pate sisi }viour Jesus Christ.”’ And this duty, 
Phen shall we know, if we follow on to) hoth as at regards the source from 
snow the Lord: his voings forth cre prepared 
}which tt springs, as well as its cha- 


is the morning, and he shall come unto us as 
the rain, as the latier and the former raia pon I racter, and the measure of SUCCESS 
me Carte.” jwith which it is crowned, is illus- 
It has always been considered as a trated by some among the most beau- 
me of the pec uhar excellencies of) titul and powertul figures which were 
‘the scripture figurative language, that le ver employed to entorce any sub- 
it will bear in general a very tho- || ject whatever. ‘To enlarge upon and 
rough and critical examination. [t is |) exemplify this proposition is the ob- 
irne, that in many passages, allusions || ject of the present essay; and the 
‘> the manners and customs of east- | weiter will be thankful to the God of 
ern nations, and a variety of particu Vall grace and mercy, it his etlorts 
lars, with which we are not fiamniliar, |) shall even but increase, in the mind 
may Sometimes render us unable to | of one dividual, his love tor the 
take in the full force of the consider- I} sc riptures, and his convictions of their 
ations with which they would other- | fullne 4. 
wise present us; yetait is believed it|| + His goings forth are prepared as 
may be asserted, without the hazard | the moming.”’ 
of contradiction, that the figures of | The etlects of diligence are here 
the scripture are easily reduced to a} illustrated as being oma in their be- 
level with our ordinary wleas, and be lly ginmings, gradually yet constantly 
found to add an extraordinar y degree I calning ground, This is the natural 
of force to the lessons which are, | unport of the figure. Let the reader 
soughtto be inculcated. ‘Thus in the remember, if it has ever been his lot, 
subject which comes at present under } as it were, to ** watch for the morn- 
our remark, as drawn trom the pass- |/ing ;”” and he will understand, much 
age of holy writ which stands at the better than can be described, the pe- 
head of this ess: iy, the general duty ‘cular force and beauty of the pre- 
inculcated is that of diligence wn reli- |isent illustration. Does the daylight 
gion; amounting to the great evan- || break upon his vision, like the burst- 
ge ical precept, ‘* grow in grace and "ing of a meteor ? No. Let the writer 
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he permitted to address those who 
favour his essay with a perasal, 
they were standing in company, § 

some might as dying, and turning there 
expecting eyes towards the eastern 
horizen. The scene has a ebees of) 
sublimity which cannot be adequately 
pu tured. What is it that we 
behold? It is a gleam of pale hight, 
which merely detracts from the lustre 


objects about us appear in the ott- 
line, but still not distinctly. 
stars which sparkled in the eastern 
canopy begin to lose their silver bril- 
lianey, and even to hide their heads, 
as they behold, long before we can, 
the ruler of the day advancing. by 
and by we see a streum of yellow | 
light, as at darts upward. A_ little |) 
longer, and a tleecy cloud, as borne |, 
along by the morning breeze, 
fringed with gold. 
and the glorious sun reveals fimeclt 
in fire, sending forth around him an 
urmy of rays, which chase away the 
shades of darkness, and leave them 


Is 


no possessions on our hemisphere, | 
The sun itself then rises higher, and 
shines brighter, till it has attained tis |, 
meridian, ituted the | 
splendour and the glory of the per- |, 
ject day. . Hlis womes forth are pre- 
vared as the morning. 

This illustration appears to teach, in 
a language even stronger than the most 
rositive the 
which shall attend upon diligence in 


and then is const 






















declarations, SUCCESS 


small beginnings, vet gradually ad- 
vaneing to perfection. Apply the 
subject to the experience of indtyi- 
duals. The incipient views of a per- 

son who is secking * to know 
Lord” may doubtless be compared to 
the first dawnings of the morning light, 

faint, and even contused : bat, as he |! 
woes on, his spiritual vision becomes 
stronger and stronger, and light is fet 

in as be & enabled to bear ils in- 


the 








Hijustrauon of Hosea, v1. 3 


as ill sun of righ 
is |) with 
eh comes to rig 8 


first | 


The | 


A little longer, 1 
|) splendour, gradually succeeding each 


the pursuit of heavenly attammments— | 


ss 


creased effulgence. By and by, th 
Heousness arises apon him 
his wings, and he 
more disunethy the 
| things which belong to his everlasting 
, peac Persons who are seeking th: 
| knowledve of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
are very apt to be 
they cannot tind themselves at onc: 
iin 


healing on 


discouraged. 


| 
| i 
| 
} 


» full possession of the combos 


of the stars, bat adds not to oar tae | threry desire, and think their success 
eulty of discerning the ol yeets aroul nd |) doubttul merely because their ad 
us. A moment more, and the light | Vance may not be vi pid. = tas gene- 
becomes a little stronger, roth the | rally found true in experience, tha! 


lirst convictions of that sr 
and misery in which we are involved, 
and which, it were, covers the 
soul with the darkness and gloom ot! 


‘from the 


as 


fa spiritual night, to the appearing ot 
| . . © 

the sun ot righteousness in his cheer 
ing beams of full consolation, in a 


isense of pardoned sin, and of recon- 
‘ciation to our offended God, the 
path of the Lord m his revelction t 

| the soul ts as the morning’s heht, and! 


has ats dawn, tts daylight, 


i} 
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and 


not. 
Dui 


other. In this statement, it is 
however, meant to be denied 
that the operations of God im fis 
| me ‘thod of grace may be varied. | 
} i should so please him, he can orde: 

ithe sun to break upon us with ne 
preparatory dawnings ; and so he may 

raise a poor soul trom its spiritual 
steep, at once, to the broad duyligh 

‘ot his grace. Lle sometimes does se. 


| : sab 

} to manifest the sov ereignty of fi 

mercy, and the excellence y of the 
' power to be of himself alone; bu: 


i the general dispensations of his pro 
vidence, in this important particular, 
tus that his mode of operation 
}is for the most part different; and 
we are authorized to assert. with the 
ncripiare, that ** the path of the just 
jis the shining light which shineth 
smore and move unto the perfect day.” 
| While, then, from this passage of 
| Hiosea, we are authorized in remark- 
ing, that the success of diligence in 
{| rehgion will be gradual, let it serve 
us alatier of encouragement to those 
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who are seeking the Lord, that ae 


the same passage we may derive 


argument of the certainty ot that s 
ess Though gradual, ato owl not 
eventually fil: “ his cwoings forth ar 


prepared as thre morning.’ ihe re 
tle ling re wer need not be t fil th 
the return of the sun is emblemoti 


is the d ivhiyl { 


of, and, “Sas sure 


proverb for. certamty. Phough 
iis nota plryst al cert unity, the oy 
posite of which eannot be, vet, t 
the truth of the proposition, that th: 
sun will rise to-morrow, we hav. 
analogy of nearly six thousand years 


’ 


without one solitary) varittron, 


theretore it would be hard to tind a 
bettey We have thr 


comparison, 
truth further illustrated in the pro 
mise of God to Noah, atter the | 
that ‘** while the earth rema: th 


eeed-time and harvest, cold and he 


imaer and winter, da pris 
should not cease.’ And again: Ge 
to attest the stability and certa ot) 


his covenant which he had mace wit! 


David. 
upon the throne of Israel, uses 
figure: ** And the 
word of the Lord came unto Jere 


iti referen e to lis Seed LO si 
this 


SURE CNHPPessive 


miah, saying, ‘Phus sith the Lord 


tt ye can break my covenant of the 


day. and my covenant of the til 
wid there should hier le hay ane 


nicht, in their season, then also may 


’ | 
inv covenant be broken with David 


my servant.” In this emblem of cei 


tainty, then, what a strong consola 
tron to those who are 
» know the Lord.” It 1s positive 
that they shall tinally 


tollowine on 


receive tine 
’ t ‘ull | ariert < ehesetignn ** 44) 
Host fuliand pertect satisfaction, tor 
all the promises ot (iod are yea and 


aithieth oh Christ Jesus.” { pou Liteu 


diligence, as itseli derived trom grace. | 


Lt the \ Slope, 
mdeed, and ri) boat kward, then pall 
their ‘+ feet stumble upon the dark 


and therm hreht be turned 


depends their success, 


mountains, 
nto gross darkness.”’ But if, * lor- 
retting the thing which are bh hind. 


' 


md reaching to these things whech 
wre beiore, they press towards the 


}the morning. 





mark, for the prize of the bigh eall 


~ ot Godin Christ Jesus.’ the hght 
shall shine lyoragtate roan briurites ii 
hear path Phe dis ipline of Prov 
however, is sometimes severe 

even oun thas respect, iwoifis a matter 
liso of experience. For, to try the 
lath, and to pratt et the character, ut 


trequently happens, that, even trom 


those who are actually ** tollowimg on 

iN ‘“ t Lord hie seems fora 
mhomeut to nut up his lowing Kanal 
ness On ispote wore.’ and the heht 
{ his reconetled countenance seen 


no joneer to beam Hipyon ther soul. 


> ant tham - 


evertheless press onw we 


if) tives aay il spiritual clouds : le! 


them wrestle in prayer, and they 
hy {| final {fast tiais for thie ij oir thriat 


every way they should have been 


puried Phe sun of nature does 
always shine with equeal bright 
Hess, or WIth equ ibwarmth. Some 
ii for hours and even tot days, we 


ono climpse of hits appearing 
yet the clouds must sooner or lates 


ma then he returns to us 
So, though trom the 


separable, 
tn atl dus glory 
reatly puous <oul, Crod, for purposes 
Which he himself has devised, hay 
hide himselt ta | 
heht of bas tavour shall agam burst 


Lmoment, yet the 


di Weepiuig ray endure for @ 
mht, but yoy cometh in the morn 
bias Let every imadividual im sach 
t-ttuation but ** tollow on, ane the 
remed is mear. Phe feeblest ray 
Which the soulin its sovrow 


from the word and 


ot hop 
fOr sti Teceives 
spirit of God, is the earnest of in 
creasing light and comlort; and Good 
* Po will bring the blind by 
ib Way Which they know not: | will 
lead them in paths which they have 
not known: f wall make darkucs: 
beht before them, and crooked things 


fras Sond 


-tramht. These things will | do ante 
them, and not forsake them.” Blessed 
be God for this precious promise. 
* His goings forth are prepared as 
What a beauty, what 
trichmess, what a fullness, is there 
in thas simple tienre of Hasea. ft 
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On walking 


animates to diligence in religion by 
pointing out, under this expressive 
imagery, its gradual, yet certain suc- 
CESS, Bb. 


Philadelphia. 
(To be continued.) 





Messrs. Eprrors: If you think the follow- 
ing letter worthy of a place in your use ful pub- 
lication, you are at liberty to give it an inser- 


tion. Yours, ac. 
ON WALKING WITH GOD. 
Dear Sir: On the subject of your 


inquiry, in your last letter, | fee ‘| my 
inability to communicate any thing 
that will be satisf: ictory ; but, as it ts 
your request, | shall endeavour, in| 
humble dependence on divine assist- |) 
ance, to put down afew ideas which |) 
may aid you in attaining to that state 
in the divine lite for which you seem 
to be anxiously striving. 

Your inquiry ts, ** Ilow am I to 
understand the expressions im scrip- 
ture, ‘ Walked with God’—* Let us 
walk in the light of the Lord,’ &e 
with many others of like import /” 
am happy in finding, in the perusal | 
of what you have said on this subject, | 
that you are strongly inclined to be- 
heve that there is such a thing as ar- 
riving at that state of communion and 
intercourse with God which these 
words describe. But | must observe, 
that though you are alinost persuaded 
of this truth, and in a measure de- 
sirous of availing yourself of the pri- 
vilege it holds out. yet, from some 
expressions you have dropt, you ap- 
pear not to have attained to the full 
enjoyment of such communion and 
intercourse. ‘To be plain, your faith 
is not such as to exclude trom your 
mind all doubt as to the possibility 
of such an attainment. You seem to 
query, whether the privilege in ques- 
tion, of walking with God, and en- 
Joying the light of his countenance, to 
that extent which you think is here 
meant, is not to be understood as ap- 
plicable only to a few of the Old Tes- 
tament saints, to the Apostles, and 





with God OCTOBER, 


iwhom God raised up and peculiarly 


blessed for some great and special 
purposes, rather than to Christians 
jof the present day. Now, dear sir, 

‘if I rightly apprehend your senti- 
ments on this subject, let me tell 
\you, that to understand and decide 
“upon it according to the truth of 
‘God's word is a matter of more last- 
‘ing importance than you may at first 

thought imagine. 

| ** As our faith is, so will our works 
| be,” is a maxim of peculiar weight 
in the case beture us. It is not my 
‘own opinion, nor any arguments 
which J may bring forward, that will, 

independent of a higher power, pro- 

‘dace conviction in your mind of its 
being not only possible, but also your 
| bounden duty and highest privilege, 

‘to walk with God. ‘This truth must 
be taught you by the Holy Spirit, 
‘which is promised to those who seek 
‘it; and upon the influence it has upon 
| your life and conversation, you are to 
judge of your growth in grace, and 
of your acceptance with God. 

if the experience of one who is as 
| yet but a ** babe in Christ’’ will carry 
any conviction to your mind, and in 
the least encourage you to seek the 
like witness in yourself, that yours is 
the peace of the Gospel, and that your 
hopes of salvation are placed on the 
sure foundation, t shall not hesitate 
briefly to touch upon it, so far as 
concerns the point in question. Let 
me do it, however, in humility, with 
a view only to your benefit and the 
praise of God’s grace. 

In the first place, then, we are to 
be assured, that “* where God begins 
a work of grace in the soul, he will 
carry it on to perfection.”” And this 
he will do by as many different me- 
thods as he has individuals to deal 
with. | have reason for ever to bless 
and praise his holy name, that he has 
insuch variwus ways led me to a know- 
ledge of himself, and made me see 
and feel his long-suffering and tender 
; mercy towards me. ‘* All things 
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some of the primitive Christians, 


‘have,’ as he has declared they shall 
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do to those who love him, ** worked 
together for my good.” At first 

was awakened to a sense of my situ- 
ation by the terrors of the law and | 


the sentence of condemnation which | | 
was already passed upon me as an un- | 


penitent sinner. Yet this conviction 
was not according to the Gospel—it 
reached only to an external reforma- 
tion ; it Was not deep and abiding, but 
the effect rather of the fear of pun- 
ishment than the sense of deserving 


it. 1 did not see the spirituality and 


holiness of the divine law, and my 
pertect inability to keep at, but sull) 
loved and cherished sin in my heart: 

in short, L did not feel the necessity 
of a Saviour. 

Is there any thing, my friend, in 
your experience that comeides with 
mine thus far? If so, [| would ask 
vou amore important question : Have 
you settled down conte nted to go no 
farther? Oh, be careful that you do || 
not oe satisfied with having expert- | 
enced this much only. ‘This ts the | 
rock on which thousands have split. 
{ mean, the stop ping at conviction, 
without true conversron. Do you say, 
that you think you desire to be re li- |) 
gious from other motives than the 
fear of punishment! Sodid fl. ‘The | 
fear of punishment soon wore ofl, 
and | began by degrees to think that 
I really de sired to be a Christian be- 
cause | thought it the only way to be 
happy in this, as well as in the future 
bite; and | used to pray earnestly, in 
iy way, to be born again; to have a 
change of heart ; to be convinced of my 
sins, &c. and to become truly pious. 
And would you believe me when | 
say, that I continued doing so tor 
vears, sometimes more and some- 
times leg anxious, while | was at 
the same time indulging in sin; not 
indeed in outward acts of wicked- 
ness fo such a degree as many of my 
companions who made no preten=ions 
to seriousness, but in those that were 
equally heinous in the sight of God— 
the secret sins of the heart and life. 
My prayers, you see, were not an- 


2 en Renan inten 


oO On walking with God uo 


A swered, * because I regarded iniquity 
in my heart.’* Not answered—I mis- 
take. | should rather have said, 
they were answered. But O! the 
manner in which it was done | would 
never wish to experience again, | 
think, however, i can now bless 
Giod for using even such severities 
when no other would avail. 
my petitions, for years, was: * Lerd, 
jconvince me of my sins.’ You will 
| here observe, that the very peution 
presupposed | had a wicked heart ; 
jbut I assure you it did not proceed 
| trom a sense of the unineasurable 
| dep th of its wickedness. This prayer 





|} God has been pleased to answer, by 
|) showing me, that 
ness is sin ;”’ 


‘all unrighteous- 
that with him there is 
no such thing as a smadl sin: by suf- 
| fering me to become more and more 
blinded by Satan, and to be led on 
| trom one step to another, tll the 
mountain of my imiguity arose so 
| high as to threaten the utter destruc- 
tion of my very hope of salvation. 1 
trembladl at the prospect of soon 
| sinking under its awful pressure. 1 
} then kuets », and, thanks be toGod, 1 
eon bevan to ,eel, that, unless an 
| Almighty arm interposed to save, | 
must be lost forever. Instead of 
taking encouragement from the mercy 
lor God, | now feared there was no 
ine rey for me—that iu would be in- 
/consistent with his justice to show me 
any. For lt had sinned, it appeared 
to me, against such light, and know- 
iledge, and convictions of my own 
‘conseience, and, what alarmed me 
inost, against such powerful strivings 
of the Holy Spirit, that the sense of 
pmny situation and guilt well nigh over- 
whelmed me with confusion and de- 
| spuir. ‘The * still, small voice” had 
jnot ceased to w hispe r to my soul, 
}and conscience raised her warnings ; 
and at times | felt within me the gnaw- 
ings of that worm which never dies. 
|All these did I disregard? Oh, no! 
|1 trembled, 1 prayed, attended reli- 
gious meetings, conversed with Chris- 
tians on religions subjects, not with 
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a view to act the hypocrite, but to 
find peace for my soul—all apparently 
to no purpose. One thing I lacked ; 
and, for the want of that, 1t was ay 
possible I should obtain peace or 
pardon. Yet many of the pious, who 
knew me, believed me to be a Chris- 
tian ; and the reason, as they thought, 
why I did not enjoy religion, was, 
that I neglected my duty in not open- 
ty professing Christ by uniting with 
the Church. Ah! the cause was of | 
a nature more serious than that, 
though | knew it not; yet so very]! 
easy is it to deceive the very elect. 


And how should it be otherwise? 1 
had all the doctrines of grace on my 


tongue, and had so far felt the influ- 
ence of many of them on my heart 
as enabled me readily to converse with 
the Christian, and earnestly warn the 
sinner. And this I did, as already 
observed, not with the view of de- 
ceiving others, and making them think 
that | was something when | was no- 
thing. On the contrary, 1 dreaded 
above all things the idea of being a 
hypocrite. Indeed, 1 was under-|) 
standingly convinced of all, and ex- 
perimentally of many, of the leading 
truths of the Bible—but one thing 
still | jacked. 

By what has been said, you will 
be enabled to see how much one may 
be enlightened, and how able to speak 
on religious subjects, and yet, if the 
Lord leads bim no farther, how very 
for he may still be from the kingdom 
of heaven. Place not the least de- 
pendence, therefore, on what others 
say as to your piety. Your words 
and actions, when they proceed from 
sincerity, may approach very near, 
and even surpass, in appearance, those 
of the real children of God, and yet 
you may be still destitute ef the least 

spark of saving grace. 

But to return. In the midst of all 
these exercises, I resolved, and re- 
solved again, to break off my iniqui- 
ties and turn unto the Lord; but 
these resolutions were made in my 
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own strength, and all the good I de- 


with Gros on rouck, 


irived from them was, the conviction 
jthat ‘* my strength perfect weak- 
iness.”"’ | had felt, previous to this, 
ithe necessity of a mediator between 
'God and man, and had formally re- 
‘nounced all dependence on myself; 
jand when I prayed, | always did it in 
‘the name, and for the sake of Christ. 

‘But | now had reason to believe that 
imy praver had hitherto been, that 
'God would forgive my past sins only 
‘for Christ’s sake, (for J had fally 
\desp: ured of ever being able to atone 
‘for them myself) but, as for the fu- 
ture, | wished that might be left to 
‘myself. Thus did the God of this 
, world blind my eyes. 

In consequence of this conviction 
(of my own inability to make amends 
for the past, or to serve God for the 
‘future, | began to value the Saviour 
jas precious, and look to Him as the 
only way by which I could be saved— 
to depend upon hos ‘grace to help in 
every time of need.” But this know- 
ledge, which was the most important 
‘for me to have known in the begin- 

ning, and on which the salvation of 
the sinner entirely depends, | was 
'slow, very slow, in acquiring. It was 
‘many years before I could exclude 
'self, renounce my own righteousness, 

and be willing that the grace of God 
‘in Christ shall do all the 2 work, and 
‘have all the praisc. The real Chris- 
tian—and you, if one—can testify, 
that it is no small thing for the pride. 
‘of the natural heart to come down to 
these terms; and the not doing so 
| before was the ove thing which I lacked. 
‘1 now could see that, though the 
chiefest of sinners, | had a rational 
ground for pardon and salvation in 
ithe mercy of God through Jesus 
Christ. 

Now, dear sir, it is thus to re- 
nounce all dependence of one’s self, 
to receive Christ by faith, and to have 
| this faith in continual and lively ex- 
ercise, that forms the only solid found- 
ation of the Christian’s walk with 
God. [n this case, he will lay hold 
of the promises; and the fulfilment 
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of them, in his own experience, will} 
administer sweet consolation and en | 
couragement to his soul: he will go 
to Christ tor counsel all his dith- |) 
culties—look to him as his cuide in | 
every trouble ; his eyes and his heart 
will be fixed upon him; and, lke | 
loses, he will 
him who is invisible.” 
in lively exercise, 
though invisible, still 


lt is this tarth, 
which sets Christ, 
hefore the | 


4 


Christin, for the same purposes, and | 
in degree, with the same benetit to | 
himself. as it he actually sex bim. | 
VISCELLANEOLS 

id r the Rep 


ON PAROCHIAL FINANCES 

Nothing can be more foreign tomy 
present design than to tind fault with 
those institutions of my country which | 
relate to liberty of conscience. word 5 
the rights of the 
tions of Christiais. As far as they | 
positively relue to these 
they are good; and it mielit edit of | 
discussion, whether 
garded and neglected by them than, 
Hpon the Whole, is desirable. Bat 
all our legislatures oucht doubtless to 
guard as cure fully waist the ‘ulop- 
sion of laws which operate indirectly 
as a species of oppression upon all 
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subjects, 


i 
miotg ts disre- | 
} 
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sects and denominations of Chiristians, 
as against those which might benefit |) 
any prerug ular one of themto the in- | 
jury of the others. 

Our separation trom the mother 
country carried along with it various 


consequences which were by no 


means its contemplated result ; and | 


| 


* Wherever all religious denominations are || 


}plans were all adjusted by public 
; bodies who were compelled to deli- 


denied legal incorporation, they are, in effect, 
persecuted. Fortid a man the right of bold- | 
ing and conveying | property, of exec uting and 
receiving dee ds, of suing and bei ing sued, and 
you consign him to everlasting disgrace, po- | 
verty, and ruin. It would be among the most 
horrid punishments which a legislature could | 
inflict. And the laws which forbid every re- | 


jigious sect to exercise the same rights aud 
privilege S, Operate as severe ly against them as 
specific fines and penalties could possibly do, 
and go directly to uproot and wither their | 
very extstence. 


Oa Parochi: 


i 
various denomina- | 


] jorm or other, 


i three very considerable things : 
V the mental 
| plans to provide for parish expenses ; 


ad Fin ices 7 i 


My paper obliges me to conclade 
abruptly. | would apologize for de- 
it Ving so long before coming direc tly 
to the point in question; yet | hope 
what has been sail with regard to my 


1, own experience on the subject, and 


which could not well be compressed 


y 
endure as seeing inte a peerage. time will not prove 


to you. Should vou re 
| will endeavour to find lei 
sure to give you my views more fully 
on that part of the subje et upon whic hy 
as yet | have but just touched. 
Yours, &e. L. B 


unprofitable 
i if, 
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as they were rather necessary than 
designed, itwould be unjust to charge 
me with finding fault with our con- 
stitution or our laws, if | were to 
et myself down and enumerate some 
lol these results, and call them evils. 
| belreve that all the friends of a set 
tled and local ministry will heartily 
wree with me, in de ‘ploring the de- 
solating effects, upon our parochial 
arrangements, of our political revo 
‘tution; the extent of which, together 
with some of their most adviseable 
jremedies, it is the object of this pa 
! per to ascertun and suggest, 
| By the provisions of the religious 
vestablishments which, under some 
generally existed in 
‘this country before that period, in- 
dividual hayme ‘nm were saved from 
from 
arranging 





exertion of 


trom the trouble of executing these 
plans when arranged ; and from the 
indulgence of selfish feelings. The 


berate upon and arrange them; and 
they were, therefore, usually wise 


T and prade ot, and shins always en- 


ergetic and effectual. The labour of 
jexecuting these plans was thrown 
pon constituted officers, who were 
ilequately compgnsated for their 
time and trouble. 
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On Parochial 


Individual selfishness of feeling 
was no more consulted about assess- 
ing parish expenses, than about le- 
vying any public taxes. As dissatts- 
faction would have been impertinent 
and unavailing, it was seldom felt. 
And thus the necessary moneyed ar- 
rangements of a parish required none 
of the attention, occupied none of 
ihe thought, and called for none of 
the labour, of private individuals, 
who were otherwise sufficiently em- 
ployed in their own personal and fa- 
mily concerns. 

Whether this were a desirable 
state of things or not, is no part of 
my design to inquire. It is easy, 
however, to see, that, upon the 
breaking up of these long established 
arrangements and ancient customs, 
parish affairs would be thrown into | 
the utmost disorder. Every thing, 
of course, became disjointed and ir- 
regular. Very few persons had ; 
comprehensive view of the saenly 
effected, and of the efforts which} 
were desirable and necessary, in or- 
der to maintain the prosperity of the 
Church; and still fewer were dis- 
posed to come forward and suggest 
the necessary arrangements, and to 
give them a permanent operation. 
Many, undoubtedly, retained a firm 
attachment for Episcopacy, and a fer- 
vent zeal for its promotion. Some 
of these laboured earnestly, accord- 
ing to their skill and ability, upon the 
loose materials scattered around 
them, but proceeding without plan 
and without concert, after all their 
effort the Church still lay in ruins. 
Her concerns had been taken off the 
thoughts and the hands of the officers 
who were once sworn to maintain 
her ; and no champion had the bold- 
ness to say—l will achicve her re- 
storation by my single arm. It was 
long before the different dioceses or- 
ganized their Conventions, and ar- 
ranged the general constitution of the 
Church. And not even as yet has 
the proper attention been given to 


Finances 


parishes. As it relates to the plans 
for defraying parish expenses, it is 
easy to show that they still want uni- 
formity, minuteness, and efficiency. 

A necessary and lamentable uni- 
formity may, indeed, be said to exist ; 
ifor all the parishes must alike resort 
to the voluntary contributions of the 
people, and have alike failed in mak- 
ing regular collections. But in de- 
tail there ts no um iformity ; and I think 
it is rather surprising that the act- 
be e and yast intelligence which the 
/Church has long enlisted on her side, 
‘has not been more successfully em- 
ployed, in devising some general ar- 
rangements, equally applicable to 
every parish, and only requiring 
some trifling alterations to adapt them 
ito particular neighborhoods. L can 
see 10 Impropriety in introducing the 
‘subject to the discussion of our con- 
ventions, and leaving it to their wis- 
|ldom to recommend certain measures 
‘and plans to the different vestries, 
for the purpose of making their mo- 
ney collections more uniform and cer- 
tain. 


| The deficiency of parish plans, in 











regard to minuteness, may be gather- 
‘ed from the fact that so few are call- 
ed upon for subscriptions. 
it is certain that large sums will be 
contributed, application is readily 
made, but where there is any un- 
certainty, or itis expected that the 
sums will be smail, there exists e!- 
ther extreme carelessness or abso- 
lute neglect. Mechanics and small 
farmers, journeymen and single per- 
-sons, are but seldom called upon for 
their small but regular contributions. 
Instances can be found where the 
parish contains male adults enough te 
divide the support of their clergy- 
man into the small sums of three or 
five dollars each, and where in fact 
generous individuals are paying fifty 
‘and sixty dollars. Now, it frequently 
‘happens that the poorer classes of 
the commuuity are the readiest to 
subscribe, and most punctual in pay- 
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‘ And if their contributions 


ability. 

were afforded in consideration for 
particular seats in the Church, or if 
they were more creditably propor- 
tioned to the sums contributed by 
other subscribers, there can be no 
possible reason for doubting, but that 
a large and a very ready proportion 
of the expenses of the parish would 
be cheerfully borne by individuals 
who now absolutely contribute no- 
thing. 

But the circumstance which ts 
most deeply to be deplored, and the 
influence of which is withering the 
prospects of the Church, where she 
might otherwise flourish, is the want 
of an active and sufficient agency in 
ascertaining and collecting the utmost 
amount of voluntary contributions. 
It is not only true of the members of 
vestries generally, but of the mem- 
bers of school committees, of over- 
seers of the poor, of the trustees of 
Sunday schools, and of the active 
agents of almost all those bodies who 
are set to watch over and promote 
the most desirable and the most.sa- 
cred institutions of our country, that 
they cannot, or most certainly do not, 
tind sufficient leisure to discover and 
prosecute the best plans for the pro- 
motion of their several objects. To 
confine my remarks to the gentlemen 
who constitute our vestries: it is 
very obvious that they are generally 
such as really have it not in their 
power to spend a sufficiency of time 
in the discharge of their office. And 
even if the scraps and portions of it 
which they can command were suf- 
ficient for the purpose, it is not to 
be expected that their minds will be 
so unfettered from the cares of their 
own private business, as to dispose 
them to employ these intervals in a 
way which is altogether indispensa- 
ble to the prosperity of the parish. 
It is consequently found, in point of 
fact, that many of our ministers are 
compelled to leave their parishes, | 
not because the people are not sut- 


| cause they are indisposed or unable 
to yield them a support, but simply 
because the very few individuals who 
feel willing to be active in collec- 
tions, cannot bring about regular 
payments, or because no persons 
whatever can be found to go through 
the labour of managing and settling 
the voluntary contributions of the 
people. 

Mine would indeed be a depraved 
and melancholy taste, if I could pos- 
sibly find satisfaction in thus disclos- 
ing ‘the nakedoess of the land.” I 
should not have entered upon the un- 
welcome task, had it not been with 
the design of giving some force toa 
few remedies of these evils, which 
I shall proceed very briefly to sug» 
gest. 

And, Ist. I would call upon those 
more enlightened friends of the 
Church, who, having been engaged 
in the public affairs of our country, 
have acquired wisdom and skill, in 
providing financial resources and ar- 
rangements, and who, on this account 
too, are acquainted with the political 
circumstances and the particular 
wants of our parishes, to make them- 
selves busy in devising the best mode 
of managing parochial concerns, and 
to exert their utmost influence to se- 
cure their being carried into imme- 
diate and general operation. Con- 





|sidering the mournful instability of 


allour country settlements—the des - 
titute condition of many counties 
which are abundantly able and will- 
ing to support a clergyman, if effi- 
cient parochial arrangements were 
put in operation amongst the people, 
it is surely a good work, which but 
to take in hand, will not fail exceed- 
ingly to accredit the individual who 
enters upon it; and in which to suc- 
ceed (and, under the blessing of God, 
he could not fail of success) would 
be to bring upon his head the bless- 
ings of many a distressed and dis- 
|ieartened Clergyman—to surround 
him with the attachments and congra- 





ficiently attached to them, nor be- 
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Zion; and, it pure in motive, to| promotion of pure and undefiled re- 
brighten the crown “of one who has | ligion amongst their domestics, ac- 


turned many to righteousness.” 

As another means of remedy, | 
beg leave to call the attention of pi- 
ous vestrymen tothe subject of their | 
very responsible duty. If they have 
not sufficient influence to procure 
the adoption of the wisest and best 
parochial arrangements over the 
whole diocess, they certainly may 
produce the happiest effects in their 
own parishes, by proposing such 
measures as will make their own par- 
ticular plans efficient and punctual, 
and by undertaking the labour and 
fatigue of carrying forward the active 
agency of subscriptions, collections, 
and payments. And if it cost one in- 
dividual of their number a most dis- 

roportionate share of time and trou- 
le to collect and pay over the salary 
of his clergyman, he would find his 


reward in the increased comfort of 


the good man’s family, and in the dis- 
tinguished prosperity of his parish. 
As a third means of remedying the 
evils of which I have been complain- 
ing, | earnestly invite all the pious 
and prayerful members of our com- 
munion, to call upon God our hea- 
venly Father, that of his great mercy |, 
he will raise up men of warm and 
undoubted piety to fill our vestries, 
and that he will incline their hearts), 
faithfully to discharge their duties as 
servants of his Church. Whilst we 
depend upon men, to manage our pa- 
rish affairs, who feel only a languid 
and bare preference for Episcopacy, 
and whose hearts are not at all en- 


gaged in the promotion of godliness | 


and piety, we can expect nothing less 
than that the cause of the Church 
will Janguish. And until it shall 
please God to raise up influential lay- 
men to act in our vestries, who hearti- 
ly love their minister “ for his work’s 
sake ;” who feel it to be one of the 
most important objects of their lives 
to bring up their children to serve 
God in the Church of their fathers : 
and who are really in earnest for the 


/quaintances and friends, how can we 
“expect that our parishes will be sup- 
‘plied with pious and permanent minis- 

ters, or that our invaluable Liturgy 

_will ever-again attract the veneration 
}and love which it once shared, and 
of which it is so pre-eminently wor. 
thy ? A, C—n. 





MEMOIRS OF A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
(Continued from page 54.) 

‘*1| have not yet mentioned my 
mother ; and, indeed, up to the time 
of which 1 am now speaking, namely, 
the death of my father, | only follow- 
ed the example of all our acquaint- 
ance. She was seldom mentioned. 
‘ The world forgetting, by the world 
forgot,’ she had long since been en- 
deavouring to renounce the things of 
time and sense, and to ‘ press forward 
to the mark of the prize of our high 
‘calling of God in Christ Jesus,’ 

‘* My poer father had never re- 
‘solved, that, whilst others were 
choosing for themselves, he and his 
household would serve the Lord. 
They were indeed left at liberty to 
serve him in secret, but outwardly 
the opinion of the world was the idol 
‘to which they were to bend the knee 
of adoration. How many husbands, 

how many fathers, alas! how many 
‘mothers, oblige their wives, their 
'sons, and their daughters, to make 
‘the same compromize with their 
awakened consciences which the 
grateful Captain of the Host of the 
_ King of Syria made with the Prophet 
‘Elisha: though constrained to ac- 
knowledge that ‘ there was no God 
in all the earth, but in Israel,’ yet 
‘was he so circumstanced as to be 
forced to add, ‘ In this thing the Lord 
pardon thy servant, that when my 
master goeth into the house of Rim- 
_mon to worship there, and he leaneth 
on my hand, and | bow myself in the 
house of Rimmon; when I bow my- 














self in the house of Rimmon, the Lord 
pardon thy servant this thing.’ Ob‘ 
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ye who would force your reluctant 
families to tread the wildering mazes 
of fashion and folly, who allure and 
lead the way to scenes of dissipation, 
reflect for one moment against whom 
you are striving ; consider that you 
cause those who are near and dear 


to you ‘to grieve the holy Spirit of | 
God, whereby they are to be sealed 


unto the day of redemption.’ 

** But to return: Though my mo- 
ther was without spiritual commu- 
nion in her own family, yet was she 
not without religious friends ; and, 
among these, the most prized was a 
young lady, of great accomplishments 
and personal beauty. But why should 
I mention gifts which she considered 
as filthy rags! Yet ‘tis essential to 
my story; and | must tell, 

* That she was fair, beyond the brightest blaom; 
This envy owns, since now that bloom is fled; 
Fair as the forms that, wove in fanev's loom, 
Float in light visions round the peet’s head.’ ” 

Fisher read these lines with some- 
thing of that unexpected sense of hu- 
miliation which an old warrior might 
be supposed to feel on hearing that 
his son had turned his back in the day 
of battle. | could not have thought, 
said he to himself, that my able friend 
had ever been the sport of such 
whimsies as could make him a quoter 
of idle stanzas. 

Turning from the manuscript, he 
cast his eyes within the curtains on 
the writer. He was awake ; his hands 
clasped on his breast by the fervour 
of his devotion ; his pale countenance 
** calm and unruffled as a summer's 
sea when not a breath of wind flies 
o’er its surface,” though his eyes, 
raised in the act of prayer, beamed 
bright from the reflection of the hope 
that was in him. Without contro- 
versy, mentally exclaimed Fisher, 
without controversy, wonderful is the 
mystery of godliness! ‘* He calls 
those his people who were not his 
people, and him beloved which was 
not beloved.” The narrative conti- 
nued as follows : 


** Such was Maria Leibnitz. Her 
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father, though of a German family, 
had resided im England, and was the 
partner in trade of mine. She, too, 
was an only child, and the heiress of 
considerable wealth. On the death 
of her parents, which took place 
twelve months before the period of 
Which | am speaking, she had accom- 
‘pamed an old uncle, now her only 
surviving relative, to this country. Of 
‘this uncle, | shall have much here- 
alter to say. He had been employed 
‘as a Moravian Missionary ; but, on 
learning the forlorn situation of the 
‘child of his brother, he had left his 
station, which was on our frontier 
settlement in Kentucky, and gone to 
Europe to take charge of her. The 
‘settlement of her targe fortune obliged 
him to return to Baltimore. Endless 
were the vexations and difficulties 





which the good old Missionary anti- 


cipated on entering upon the untried 
charge of a blooming girl of seven- 
teen. And great was his perplexity, 
in what manner to bestow her, after 
he should arrive here. Thatshe could 
live with him, on his terms, was not 
to be thought of. As little was it pos- 
sible, he thought, that he could live 
on hers. His fears for her happiness 
were groundless ; his prayers for her 
had been answered; and, not * trou- 
bled about many things,’ she had 
even then, like her of Bethany, chos- 
en that good part which could not be 
taken from her. 

‘In my interviews with my mo- 
ther, subsequent to my father’s death, 
1 found her constantly attended by 
her friend, Miss Leibnitz. Though, 
.from the time of her arrival in this 
/country, she had been much at our 
house, she had received no more at- 
tention from me than mere decorum 
required ; and my acquaintance with 
her might be said to be slight ; occa- 
sioned not only from my frequent ab- 
sence, but from the circumstance of 
my considering her as a rich Dutch 
girl, who, though very pretty, was 
not sufficiently polished to move in 








the circle in which I supposed myself 





Ba. Women 


poem 


« a ee eT ee ee ecg Se re 


PE SA Pe 








a So) Se ae 
SF ee ee ee dy 


Memoirs of a Minister of the Gospel. 


to rank. I say supposed; for my sta- 
tion among certain people was not so 
well established that I might hope to 
draw others up. It was enough that 
1 maintained the position myself. 
The acquaintance, then, with such as 


was Maria, was to be avoided as an in- |! 


cumbrance. But a new era was about 
to open on me. I was now to see 
and feel the difference between the 
acquirements of her who is merely 
calculated 


“to sparkle in the ris 
And then go down, an unregarded thing,’ 


and one the foundation of whose edu- 
cation is built on the supposition that 
there is a part allotted her to act in 
this world, which, if rightly perform- 
ed, would confer on her a crown of 
righteousness in the world to come. 
The consolation she was able to af- 
ford my mother did not only excite 
my gratitude, though it had that ef- 
fect in a powerful degree, but my 
unqualified admiration. So young, so 
artless, yet so versed in the great 
truths and promises of the Gospel, 
s0 much at command, so able to make 
its meaning bear on all the circum- 
stances and situations of life which 
presented themselves! At twenty- 
one, we a e seldom directed, in our 
likes and dislikes, by reason ; and it 
is the nature of man to endure ‘ ex- 
tremes by change more fierce.’ As 
I had considered her beneath my no- 
tice, | now considered her as more 
than human. 

‘** My conscience begins to whis- 
per, ‘ something too much of this ;’ 
so let me proceed to say, that I de- 
termined to investigate myself sub- 
jects she so eloquently recommend- 
ed; no doubt, believing at the time, 
* that truths divine came mended from 
her tongue.’ 

** [n soliciting my young reader’s 
particular attention to what I am 
about to say of my feelings, and of its 
effects on my after life, at this period, 
Tt am well aware that I may be sup- 
posed to have calculated in no spar- 
wg manner on their patience ; but 
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deep and momentous were its conse- 
quences to me, and useful do I wish 
to make the recital to them. Far be 
it from me to hazard a word the ten- 
dency of which should be to make 
you despise the day of small things; 








but here, if ever, must | warn you 
‘from the supposition, that because 
you can derive some hitherto un- 
known pleasure in acts of devotion, 
some satisfaction in your inquiries 
‘into the plan of salvation as set forth 
‘in the Gospel ; that because you may 
feel some transient distaste, or even 
‘disgust, at the vain pursuits of the 
world, and feel a wish, in the hours 
of melancholy and society of beloved 
friends, to renounce its pomps ; nay, 
eventhough you should determine te 
cease to do evil and learn to do well; 
[ must repeat it, | warn you from the 
belief that you had certainly under- 
gone that great and entire change, 
that wonderful transformation, which 
our Saviour so emphatically calls 
being born again. My friends, give 
me your attention :—dreadful were 
‘the consequences of my mistake in 
lthis matter; and I should be an un- 
faithful shepherd, if | did not declare 
to you, who have built your hopes 
on no better grounds than those I 
have mentioned, that you ure still im 
your sins. Oh! that you may expe- 
rience, before it be too late, that 
Christianity is more than a name; 
* that it lies not in word, but in pow- 
er; that it consists not in an external 
conformity to the rules of piety ; nay, 
that it is expressly declared, in the 
sacred volume, men may pray long 
and fast often, and hear gladly, and 
be very forward in the service of 
God, and yet be strangers to conver- 
sion. Hear how it fared with me. 

** Though an observance of the 
common forms of society would have 
detained me at home, and prevented 
for a time a return to the gayeties of 
life, the reluctance I should have felt 
in subjecting myself to the restraints 
of such seclusion was completely 








merged in the pleasure which I ex- 
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perienced in observing the ,ratifica- 
tion which the filial attention | paid 
my mother gave to Maria Leibnitz. 
It was not possible | could be mach 
in such company, and not imbibe 
something of that spirit by which they 
appeared to be actuated. I was, 
moreover, willing to fancy that | hud 
indeed became the subject of religious 
impressions ; and the delight with 
which every expression which might 
be construed as indicating such a 
change im me was received, whilst it 
prompted me to an open profession 
of all that I did feel, (alas! for the 
infirmity of human nature,) would 
not seldom lead me on to the ex- 
pression of what I did not feel—not 
feel, at least, in a manner suiliciently 
distinct and defined to justify an em- 
bodied avowal in words—words, too, 
calculated to nourish hopes which as 
yet there were no grounds to enter- 
tain. 

« [t will readily be supposed, that, 
circumstanced as my mother now was, 
religious friends found not only an 
access, but a cordial welcome at our 
house. The young heir, who they 
had expected to behold plunged in 
the vortex of fashionable folly and 
extravagance, was, as they fondly be- 
lieved and loudly proclaimed, snatch- 
ed as a brand from the burning ; and 
many were the cordial shakes of the 
hand, many were the aflectionate 
smiles of approbation and promised 
friendship, which | received from 
those who had heretofore been ac- 
customed to meet me with measured 
complaisance or wunuisguised con- 
tempt. ‘This was in itself highly gra- 
tifving; but when, in addition to the 
pleasure which naturally flows from 
the known approbation of the wise 
and .ood, | could not but see that 
every fresh encomium on my pur- 
suits from an eminent professor, every 
offer of advice and friendship from 
the exemplary pious, every exhibi- | 
tion of the wift of prayer and exhorta- 
tion—and { did not hesitate to ven- 
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both—not only gave the sincerest de- 
light to my mother, but filled the 
heart of Maria with a joy of which 
there was no affectation of conceal- 
ment; it afforded a stimulus to prety 
(pity it is that an outward observance 
of its precepts shoald be so mis- 
named) more powerful than | had 
hitherto experienced in any pursuit 
whatever. Urged on, then, by a 
stronger principle of action than 
ever before impelled me, I would 
have foreed myself to beheve that 
emotions so ardent, and, above all, so 
new, must be caused by the opera+ 
tions of the spirit of grace; true it 
is, ‘the still, small voice,’ did not fail 
to whisper whence the real source 
of these feelings, and that, be they 
good or evil, verily | was receiving 
my reward. It was silenced, how- 
ever, by the deceptious plea, that 
the admiration of beloved friends and 
the applause of the religious world, 
wus but a foretaste of the fruition of 
our daily prayer ‘to be numbered 
with his saints im glory everlasting.” 
Nor was this all; it was my constant 
solace to compare my present mode 
of life with my former pursuits, and, 
above all, with those of my old ac- 
quaintance ; | was ever ready to de- 
clare, that if I could not joy to say, 
‘lam what I am,’ I could rejoice to 
say, * | am not what | was, and what 
others are.’ But let me not dare to 
intimate that by arguments such as 
these | did really succeed in deceiv- 
ing myself as to the real nature of 
my changed views and conduct. No, 
never, | am persuaded, is the enemy 
of our souls, though the Prince of 
this world, suffered so to blind us as 
to cause us to mistake the time when 
we do indeed set out ‘ to live the life 
which we now live in the flesh, 
the faith of the Son of God, who lov- 
ed us, and gave himself for us.’ 

‘** But to proceed: From a gay, 
unthinking coxcomb, I had now be- 


jcome a serious, sedate young man, 


zealous and studious, at all times and 
in all places, to stand forth as the 
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champion of religion, and the assertor 
of its power and efficacy on the souls 
of men. I read the most approved 
works on the subjects of practical 
piety, and enabled myself to give ad- 


vice to those who were deprived of 


opportunities of seeking such instruc- 
tion in the same way. I may also 
add, that I searched the scriptures 
daily, to see if these things were so— 
alas! not only to satisfy myself, but 
to be able to prove to others that | 
was diligently making the inquiry. 
“In a word, | was yet to learn 
that God would not be mocked. | 
was yet to learn, that though, in the 
tranquil seasons of life, the ordinary 
course of social duties might be per- 
formed with some regularity by even 
the semblance of piety, yet, when 
the conflict of passions arose, when 
the heart was wounded by severe 
distress, or agitated by violent emo- 
tions, it must be the substance, and 
not the shadow, which can enable us 
to withstand the trials with which we 
are tempted ; and that, if we draw 
nigh to him with our lips, while our 
hearts are far from him, we shall be 
left, when we least expect it, to sink 


beneath the weight of misfortune, or 


yield to the solicitations of guilt. 
(To be continued.) 


‘(From “ Lights and Shades of Seotish Life.’’) 
BLIND ALLAN. 

Allan Bruce and Fanny Raeburn 
were in no respect remarkable among 
the simple inhabitants of the villages 
in which they were born. They 
both bore a fair reputation in the 
parish, and they were both beloved 
by their own friends and relations. He 
was sober; honest, active, and indus- 
trious, exemplary in the common du- 
ties of a private life, possessed of the 
humble virtues becoming his humble 


condition, and untainted by any of 


those gross vices that sometimes de- 
form the character of the poor. She 
was modest, good tempered, content- 
ed, and religious—and much is con- 
tained in these four words. Beauty 
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she was not thought to possess, nor 
did she attract attention; but what- 
ever charm resides in pure health, in- 
nocence of heart, and simplicity of 
manners, that belonged to Fanny Rae- 
| burn ; while there was nothing either 
about her face or figure to prevent 
her seeming even beautiful in the 
, eyes of a lover. 

| These two humble and happy per- 
‘sons were betrothed in marriage. 
| Their affection had insensibly grown 
without any courtship, for they had 
lived daily in each other’s sight ; and, 
undisturbed by jealousy or rivalry, 
‘by agitating hopes or depressing 
fears, their hearts had been tenderly 
united long before their troth was 
solemnly pledged ; and they now look- 
ed forward with calm and rational sa- 
tisfaction to the happy years, which 
‘they humbly hoped might be stored 
\up for them by a bountiful Provi- 
idence. Their love was without ro- 
mance, but it was warm, tender, and 
true; they were prepared by its 
strength to make any sacrifice for each 
other’s sakes ; and had death taken 
away either of them before the wed- 
ding-day, the survivor might net per- 
haps have been clamorous in grief, 
or visited the grave of the departed 
with nightly lamentations, but not the 
less would that grief have been sin- 
cere, and not the less faithful would 
memory have been to all the images 
of the past. 

Their marriage-day was fixed ; and 
Allan Bruce had rented a small cot- 
tage, with a garden sloping down to 
the stream that cheered his native 
village. ‘Thither, in about two 
months, he was to take his sweet and 
affectionate Fanny—she was to work 
with her needle as before, and he in 
the fields. No change was to take 
place in their lives, but a change 
trom contentment to happiness ; and 
if God prolonged to them the pos- 
session of health, and blessed them 
‘with children, they feared not to 
bring them decently up, and to afford 
‘sunshine and shelter to the living 
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flowers that might come to gladden 
their house. Such thoughts visited 
the souls of the lovers, and they were 
becoming dearer and dearer to one 
another every hour that brought them 
closer to their marriage-day. 

At this time Allan began to feel a 
slight dimness in his sight, of which 
he did not take much notice, attribut- 
ing it to some indisposition brought on 
by the severity of his winter’s work. 


For he had toiled late and early, dur- | 


ing all weathers, and at every kind 
of labour, to gain a sum sufficient 
to furnish respectably his lowly 
dwelling, and also to array his sweet 
bride in wedding clothes of which she 
should not need to be ashamed. The 
dimness, however, each succeeding 
day darkened and deepened, till even 
his Fanny’s face was indistinctly dis- 
cerned by him, and he lost alioge- 
ther the smile which never failed to 
brighten it whenever he appeared. 
Then he became sad and dispirited, 
for the fear of blindness fell upon 
him, and he thought of his steps be- 
ing led in his helplessness by the hand 
ofachild. He prayed to God to avert 
this calamity from him ; but if not, to 
bestow upon him the virtue of resig- 
nation. He thought ofthe diflerent 
blind men whom he had known, and, 
as far as he knew, they all seemed 
happy. That belief pacitied his soul, 
when he was about to give way to 
a passionate despair; and every 
morning at sunrise, when the fast ad- 
vancing verdure of spring seemed 
more dim and glimmering before his 
eyes, he felt his soul more and more 
resigned to that final extinction of the 
the day’s blessed light, which he 
knew must be his doom before the 
earth was covered with the tlowers 
and fragrance of June. 

It was as he had feared ; and Allan 
Bruce was now stone Blind. Fanny's 
voice had always been sweet to his 
ear, and now it was sweeter still when 
heard in the darkness. Sweet had been 
the kissess which breathed from Fan- 
ny’s lips, while his eyes delighted ta 





ne eC Nn Ra am tt : - epeateniaiien 





Allan 79 
\iheir rosy freshness. But sweeter 
were they now when they touched 
j his eyelids, and he felt upon his 
cheeks her fast trickling tears. $ 
visited him in his father’s house, 
; led him with her gently guiding hands 
into the adjacent fields,and downal 
the stream which he said he like 
to hear murmuring by ; and then they 
talked together about themselves, and 
on their knees prayed to God. to 
counsel them what to do in their dis- 
tress. 
These meetings were always happ 
/meetings to them both, notwithstand- 
ing the many mournful thoughts with 
which they were necessarily attend- 
ed ; but to Allan they yielded a sup- 
port that did not forsake him in_ his 
hours of unaccompanied darkness, 
His love, which had formerly been 
joyful in the warmth of youth, and in 
the near prospect of enjoyment, was 
now chastened by the sad sense of his 
unfortunate condition, and rendered 
thereby a deep and devout emotion 
which had its comfort in its own un- 
witnessed privacy and imperishable 
truth. The tones of Fanny's voice 
}were with him on his midnight bed, 
when his affliction was like to over- 
come his fortitude ; and to know that 
he was still tenderly beloved by that 
gentle and innocent friend, was a 
thought that gave light to darkness, 
and suffered sleep to fall balmily on 
lids that shut up eyes whos dark as 
in profoundest slumber. The meek 
fold of her pitying embrace was with 
him in the vague uncertainty of his 
dreams ; and often he saw faces in his 
sleep beaming consolation upon bim, 
that always assumed at last Fanny’s 
features, and, as they grew more 
distinct, brightened up into a per- 
fect likeness of his own faithful and 
disinterested maiden. He lay down 
with her image, because it was tn his 
evening prayers ; he rose up with her 
| image, or it came gliding in upon him, 
as he knelt down at his bedside in the 
warm beams of the unseen morning, 
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20 Blind 


Allan and Fanny were children of 
poor parents ; when he became 
blind, they, indeed all their friends 
and relations, set their faces against 
his marriage. This they did in kind- 
ness to them both, for prudence is 
one of the best virtues of the poor ; 
and to indulge even the holiest affec- 
tions of our nature, seems to them 
sinful, if an infliction from God’s hand 
intimates that such union would lead 
to sorrow and distress. The sate 
thoughts had taken possession of 
Allan’s own soul ; and, loving Fanny 
Raeburn with a perfect affection, why 
should he wish her, in the bright and 
sunny days of her youthful prime, to 
become chained to a Blind Man’s 
steps, kept in constant poverty and 
drudgery for his sake, and imprison- 
ed in a lonesome hut, during the free- 


dom of her age, and the joyfulness of} 


nature ringing over the earth? ‘It 
has pleased God,” said the Blind Man 
to himself, “ that our marriage should 
not be. Let Fanny, if she chooses, 
some time or other, marry another, 
and be happy.”’ And as the thought 
arose, he felt the bitterness of the cup, 
and wished that he might soon be in 
his grave. * . ad ° 
Fanny Raeburn had always been 
a dutiful child, and she listened to the 
arguments of her parents with a hea- 
vy but composed heart. She was 
willing to obey them in all things in 
which it was her duty to obey ; but 
here she knew not what was her du- 
ty. To give up Allan Bruce was a 
thought far worse to her than to give 
up life. It was to suffer her heart- 
strings to be hourly torn up by the 
roots. Ifthe two were willing to be 
married, why should any one else in- 
terfere? IfGod had stricken Allan 
with blindness after their marriage, 
would any one have counselled her 
to leave him? Or pitied her because 
she kad to live with her own blind 
husband ? Or would the fear of pover- 
ty have benumbed her feelings? Or 
rather would it not have given new 
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age to her heart? So that she resoly- 
ed meekly and calmly to tell Allan 
that she would be his wife, and that 
she believed that such was, in spite of 
this infliction, the will of God. 

Allan Bruce did not absent himself 
in his blindness from the house of 
God. One Sabbath, after divine ser- 
vice, Fanny went up to him in the 
church yard, and, putting her arm in 
his, they walked away together, seem- 
ingly as cheerful as the rest of the 
congregation, only with somewhat 
slower and more cautious steps. 
They proceeded along the quiet 
meadow-fields by the banks of the 
stream, and then across the smooth 
green braes, till they gently descend- 
ed into a holm, and sat down toge- 
ther in alittle green bower, which a 
few hazels, mingled with one tall 
weeping birch, had of themselves 
framed; a place where they had often 
}met before Allan was blind, and where 
they had first spoken ofa wedded life. 
Fanny could have almost wept to see 
the earth, and the sky, and the whole 
{day, so beautiful, now that Allan’s 
‘eyes were dark ; but he whispered to 
her, that the smell of the budding 
trees, and of the primroses that he 
knew were near his feet, was pleasant 
indeed, and that the singing of the lit- 
tle birds made his heart dance within 
him; so Fanny sat beside her blind 
lover in serene happiness, and felt 
strengthened in her conviction that 
it was her duty to become his wife. 

** Allan, I love you so entirely that 
to see you happy is all that I desire 
on earth. ‘Till God made you blind, 
Allan, | knew not how my soul could 











be knit unto yours: I knew not the 
love that was in my heart.—To sit 
with you with my work, to lead you 
out thus on pleasant Sabbaths, to take 
care that your feet do not stumble ; 
and that nothing shall ever offer vio- 
lence to your face ; to sufler no so- 
litude tosurround you, but that you 
may know, in your darkness, that 
mine eyes, which God still permits to 





alacrity to her hands, and new cour- 





see, are alivays upon you ; for these 
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ends, Allan, will | marry thee, my 
beloved ; thou must not sey nay, for 
God would not forgive me if | became 
not thy wife.” And Fanny fell upon 
his neck and wept. 

There was something in the quiet 
tone of her voice, something in the 
meek fold of her embrace, something 
in the long weepimg kiss that she 
kept breathing tenderly over his 
brow and eyes, that justified to the 
Blind Man, his marriage with such a 
woman. ‘ Let us be married, Fanny, 
on the day fixed before | lost my 
sight. ‘Till now I knew not fully et- 
iher your heart or my own; now | 
fear nothing. Would, my best friend, 
I could but see thy face for one sin- 
gle moment now, but that can never 
be!’ * All things are possible to 
God, and although to human skill your 
case is hopeless, itis not utterly so to 
my heart; yet if ever it become so, 
Allan, then will I love thee better 
even than | do now, if indeed my 
heart can contain more affection than 
that with which it now overtlows. 

Allan Bruce and Fanny Raebarn 
were married. And although there 
was felt, by the most careless heart, 
to be something sad and solemn in 
such nuptials, yet Allan made his 
wnarriage-day one of sober cheerfal- 
ness in his native village. Fanny 
wore her white ribands in the very 
way that used to be pleasant to Allan’s 
eyes ; and blind as he now was, these 
eyes kindled with a joyful smile, 
when he turned the clear sightless 
orbs towards his bride, he saw her 
within his soul arrayed in the white 
dress which he heard all about him 
saying so well became her sweet 
fooks. Her relations and his own 
partook of the marriage feast in their 
cottage ; there was the sound of music 
and dancing feet on the little green 
plat at the foot of the garden, by the 
river’s side. The bride’s youngest 


sister, who was henceforth to be an 

inmate in the house, remained when 

the parity went away in the quiet of 

the evening; and peace, contentment, 
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and love, folded theit wings together 
over that humble dwelling. 

From that day, Allan and his wile 
were perfectly happy, and they could 
not help wondering at their former 
fears. ‘There was at once a general 
determination formed all over the 
parish to do them every benefit. 
Fanny, who had always been distin- 
guished for her skill and fancy as @ 
sempstress, became now quite the 
fashionable dress-maker ofthe village, 
and had more employment offered 
than she could accept. So that her 
industry alone was more than sufhi- 
cient for all their present wants. But 
Allan, though blind, was not idle. He 
immediately began to instruct himselt 
in various departments of a. blind 
man’s work. A loom was purchas- 
ed: and in a few wecks he was heard 
singing to the sound of his tly shuttle 
as merry as the bullfinch ia the cage 
that hung at the low window of his 
room. Ile was not long in finding 
out the way of plaiting rash-rugs and 
wicker baskets—the figures of all 
of which were, soon, as it were, visi- 
ble through his very fingers ; and be- 
fore six months were over, Alla 
Bruce and his wife were said to be 
getting rich, and a warm blessing 
broke from every heart upon them, 
and their virtuous and their unrepin- 
ing industry. 

Allan had always been fond of mu- 
sic, and his voice was the finest tenor 
in all the kirk. So he began in the 
evenings of winter to teach a school 
for sacred music, and thus every hour 
was turned to account.—Allan repin- 
ed not now; nay, at times he felt as if 
his blindness were a blessing, for it 
forced him to trust to his own soul; 
to turn for comfort to the best and pur- 
est human affections, and to see God 
always. 

Whatever misgivings of mind Al- 
lan Bruce might have experienced— 
whatever faintings and sickenings and 
deadly swoons of despair might have 
overcome his heart, it was not long 
before he was a freedman from alf 
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their slavery. He was not inmured, 
like many as worthy as he, in an asy- 
tum; he was not an incumbrance upon 
a poor father, sitting idle and in the 
pe 4 of others, beside an ill-fed fire, 

a scanty board ; he was not forced 
to pace step by step along the lamp- 
lighted streets and squares of a city, 
forcing out beautiful music to gain a 
few pieces of coin from passers by, 
entranced for a moment by sweet 
sounds, plaintive or jocund ; he was 
not a boy-led beggar along the high- 
way, under the sickening shunshine 
or the chilling sleet, with an abject hat 
abjectly protruded with a cold heart 
for colder charity; but he was, al- 
though he humbly felt and acknow- 
ledged that he was in nothing more 
worthy than these, a man loaded with 
many blessings, warmed by a constant 
ingle, laughed round by a flock of joy- 
ful children, love-lighted by a wife 
who was to him at once music and 
radiance, while his house stood in the 
middle of a village of which all the in- 
habitants were his friends, and of all 
whose hands the knock was known 
when it touched his door, and of all 
whose voices the tone was felt when 
it kindly accosted him in the wood, 
in the field, in the garden, by the n- 
ver’s side, by the hospitable board of 
a neighbour, or in the Churchyard 
assemblage before entering into the 
house of God. 

Thus did years pass along. Chil- 
dren were born to them, lived, were 
healthy, and well behaved. A bless- 
ing rested upon them and all that 
belonged to them; and the name of 
** Blind Allan’”’ carried with it far and 
near an authority that could belong 
only to virtue, piety, and faith tried 
by affliction, and found to stand fast. 

Ten years ago, when they marri- 
ed, Allan Bruce and Fanny Raeburn 
were among the poorest of the poor, 
and had it pleased God to send sick- 
ness among them, hard had been 
their lot. But now they lived ina 
better house, with a larger garden, 
and a few fields, with two cows of 
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their own. Allan had workmen un- 
der him, a basket-maker now on « 
considerable scale—and his wife had 
her apprentices too, the best dress. 
maker all the country round. They 
were rich. Their children were at 
school, and all things, belonging both 
to outer and inner lite, had prospered 
to their heart’s desire. Allan could 
walk about many familiar places un- 
attended ; but that seldom happened, 
for while his children were at school 
he was engaged in his business; and 
fwhen they came home, there was 
always a loving contest among them 
who should be allowed to take hold 
of their father’s hand when he went 
out on an evening walk. Well did 
he know the tread of each loving 
creature’s footstep ; their very breath 
when their voices were silent. One 
touch of a head as it danced past him, 
or remained motionless by his side; 
one pressure of an arm upon his knee, 
one laugh from a corner, was enough 
to tell him which of his children was 
there; and in their most confused 
noise and merriment, his ear would 


i have known if one romping imp had 


been away. So perfectly accustomed 


| had he long been to his situation, that 


it might almost be said that he was 
unconscious of being blind, or that 


| he had forgotten that his eyes once 
saw. 


Long had Allan Bruce indeed 
been the happiest of the blind. 

It chanced at this time, that, among 
a party who were visiting his straw 
manufactory, there was a surgeon 
celebrated for his skill m operations 
upon the eye, who expressed an opi- 
nion that Allan’s sight might be at least 
partially restored, and offered not 
only to perform the operation, but if 
Allan would reside for some weeks 
in Edinburgh, to see him every day, 
till it was known whether bis case was 
| or was not a hopeless one. Allan’s 
circumstances were now such as to 
make a few weeks, or even months 
confinement of ne importance to him; 
and though he said to his wife that 








he was averse to submit to an opera- 
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tion that might disturb the long form- |] by their father. The girls advanced 


ed quiet and contentment of his mind |} timidly, with blushi 


cheeks and 


by hopes never to be realized, yet|) bright shining hair, while the boys 
those hopes of once more seeing hea- {| went boldly up to his side, and the 
ven’s dear light gradually removed |} eldest, looking in his face, exclaimed, 
all his reluctance. His eyes were || with ashout otjey, “ Our father sees! 
couched: and when the bandages || Our father sees !’’—and then, check- 
were removed, and the soft broken || ing his rapture, burst into tears. Many 
light let in upon him, Allan Bruce was || a vision had Allan Bruce framed to 
no longer among the number of the || himself of the face and figure of one 


blind. 
There was no uncontrollable burst 
ef joy in the soul of Allan Bruce 


and all of his children. One, he had 
been told, was like himself—another 
the image of his mother—and Lucy, 


when once more a communication || he understood, was a blended likenesa 


was opened between it and the visible 
world. For he had learned lessons 
of humility and temperance in all his 
emouons during ten years of blind- 
ness, in which the hope of light was 
too faint to deserve the name. He 
was almost afraid to believe that 
his sight was restored. Grateful to 
him was its first uncertain and waver- |, 
ing glimmer, as a draught of water 
to a wretch ina crowded dungeon. 
But he knew not whether it was to 
ripen into the perfect day, or gradu- 
ally to fade back again into the depth 
of his former darkness. 

But when his Fanny, she on whom 
he had so loved to look when she 
was a maiden in her teens; and who 
would not forsake him in the first 
misery of that great affliction, but had 
been overjoyed to link the sweet 
freedom of her prime to one sitting in 
perpetual dark; when she, now a staid 
and lovely matron, stood before him 
with a face pale in bliss, and all 
drenched in the fleoding tears of an 
aunsupportable happiness—then truly 
did he feel what a heaven it was to 
see! Andas he took her to his heart, 
he gently bent back her head, that 
he might devour with his eyes that 
benign beauty which had for so many 
years smiled upon him unbeheld, and 
which now that he had seen once 
more, he felt that he could even at 
that very moment die in peace. 

In came, with soft steps, one after 





of them both. But now he looked 
upon them with the confused and 
bewildered joy of parental love seek- 
ing to know and distinguish in the 
light the separate objects towards 
whom it yearned; and not till they 
spoke did he know their Christian 
nanes. But soon, soon did the 
sweet faces of all his children seem, 
to his eyes, to answer well, each in 
its different loveliness, to the expres- 
sion of the voices so long familiar to 
his heart. 

(From the Londen Evangelical Magazine.) 

THE MINISTER'S WIFE. 
Portrayed in a Letter to a Friend. 

My dear Sarah: As you are about 
to become the wife of a Christian Mi- 
nister, and wish me to point out to 
you the nature of those duties which. 
will devolve upon you, and also the 
requisite qualifications for a discharge 
of them, ! will endeavour to comply 
with your request so far as | am able; 


‘and wherein I am deficient may the 


Holy Spirit be your teacher and guide. 

The station to which you are invit- 
ed, is at once honourable, important 
and responsible. It is honourable, to 
be the companion, the friend, the 
counsellor, of a servant of Christ. 
It is important, because it affords 
many opportunities of doing good to 
the household of faith, and of bene- 
fiting society in general, so far as the 
sphere of action extends. It 1s also 





another, his five loving children, that 
ior the first time they might be seen 


responsible, because an account must 
be rendered to God of the manner in 
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which its various duties have been 
discharged. To enter upon it, then, 
with thoughtless indifference would 
certainly be highly culpable. 

I rejoice, however, that you are 
not disposed to act so inconsiderate- 
IY. and that you have sought Divine 

irecstion before you requested the 
opinion of a fellow creature. As a 
wife, and especially a minister’s wife, 
it will be your duty to place confi- 
dence in your husband; and, like a 
true daughter of Sarah, to pay re- 
spectful deference to his judgment, 
and an affectionate attention to his 
personal comfort. You will be ex- 
pected to sympathize with him in his 
sorrows, encourage him under his 
various trials, counsel him in his 
difficulties, and to assist him in his 
labours of active benevolence. 

It will be your province also to 
guide the affairs of his household, to 
govern his servants, and to manage 
and instruct his children. 

St. Paul, in addressing Timothy, 
clearly describes what every Chris- 
tian Bishop or Minister ought to be ; 
and though he is silent as to the con- 
duct of their wives, yet we are not 
to infer that he considered it a matter 
of no importance, because he imme- 
diately afterwards enjoins that the 
wives of Deacons should be grave, 
not slanderous; sober, faithful in all 
things ; from which we may fairly 
gather his opinion as to the former. 

If in Apostolic days such qualifi- 
cations were necessary for the pro- 
per discharge of the relative duties 
of a station so important, surely they 
are not less so in ours ; for however 
consistent a minister’s own deport- 
ment may be, and however desirous 
he may feel to rule his house well, 
and to have his children in proper 
subjection, it will be not only difficult 
but almost impossible to effect it, ex- 
cept he possesses in his wife a help- 
meet who is careful to demean her- 
self according to the character which 
her husband sustains; aware that 
much of his happiness as a man and 
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as a Christian, much of his respect- 
ability, and even his success as a 
(peered will greatly depend upon 
her character and conduct. 
Personal religion then ranks fore- 
most in the list of essentials to con- 








stitute you a good wife; for whatever 
are your endowments, natural or ac- 
quired—whatever your parentage, 
property or prospects—if you are a 
stranger to this life-giving, soul-trans- 
forming principle, you are an unsuit- 
able wife for a man who ministers ip 
a things. 

ithout vital religion you would 
have no relish for the peculiar pri- 
vileges of your station—the society 
of the people of God—the frequent 
return of religious services; your 
affinity to one whose work, whose 
life, and whose conversation are holy, 
instead of affording pleasure and sa- 
tisfaction, would be uninteresting and 
tiresome to your mind. 

The painful conflicts with which 
the mind of a minister is often exer- 
cised, renders the affectionate sym- 
pathy of his wife peculiarly neces- 
sary ; but how could you enter into 
feeling, and encourage him under 
trials, to which your own mind was a 
stranger. 

Your own trials also will perhaps 
be numerous ; a large family, aslen- 
der income, a delicate constitution ; 
and how unfit would you be to bear 
all those in a becoming manner with- 
out that wisdom which cometh from 
above ; without the aid of that Spi- 
rit, who alone can cause tribulations 
to work patience, patience experi- 
ence, and experience hope. . 

It is also desirable that the wife of 
a minister be nota novice in divine 
things ; she should be a child of God, 
but not an mfant. Itis her duty to 
instruct the ignorant; like her hus- 
band, she should be the counsellor, 
the friend, the comforter of the peo- 
ple, particularly of her own sex ; 
but how can this be, except she be a 
proficient in the schoo! of Christ he?- 
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A young Christian, too, is in great 
danger of being puffed up with a vain 
conceit of ber attainments, without 
sufficient knowledge of her own heart 
to be aware of its deceitfulness ; con- 
sequently, such an one would not be 
likely to exhibit the Christian cha- 
racter in its loveliness, as a pattern 
worthy the imitation of others. 

It has often been remarked, that 
ministers are more frequently unsuit- 
ably married than other Christians. 
1 was once in company when the mis- 
takes of good men in this important 
matter were the object of conversa- 
tion. I recollect several supposed 
reasons were assigned. One thought 
deception in the female character 
was the cause, and said, “ A young 
lady, desirous of changing her condi- 
tion, will sometimes put on the sem- 
blance of piety, profess to be greatly 
benefited by the ministry of him 
whose affections she wishes to en- 
gage; and, until she has gained her 
object, will wear a temper and dis- 
position foreign to her own ; but that 
ence secured, she relapses into her- 
self again, reveals her native charac- 
ter, and the deceived husband, who | 
courted a Rachel, finds, to his last- |, 


a Leah.” 

Another person thought “ that a 
minister, aware of the uncertainty of 
pecuniary support from his people, 
is likely to consider a fortune with 
his wife essential to his comfort, and }, 
is consequently in danger of making 
money the principal object of pursuit. 
Having found that, he is content to 
hope the rest, and if indeed he cannot 
at present find ground for hope, he 
is still willing to believe that God will 
honour him as the instrument of her 
conversion, and that it will be his 
privilege to form her Christian cha- 
racter.”” 

A third said, ‘“‘ That, too easily at- 
tracted by a pleasing exterior, by 
showy accomplishments, or mental 
endowments, a minister may not al- 
ways be sufficiently solicitous to es- 





ing discdmfort, that he has marrved |, 
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certain the vitality of religion in the 
heart of the object whom he selects 
as the companion of his life.” 

One would hope that all these opi- 
nions are erroneous; but should there 
exist a few cases which appear to 
confirm them, it is most earnest! 
be wished that those hudies would re- 
fute the charge, and justify the choice 
of their husbands by exhibiting be- 
fore their families, in the church, and 
to the world, such a line of condact 
as shall at least put to silence all gain- 
sayers, and perhaps constrain them 
to acknowledge they walked worthy 
of the vocation wherewith they are 
jc alled, 
| Prudence is also an indispensable 
| qualification i in the wife of a minister; 
without it, even religion itself, a8 ex- 
‘hibited in her conduct, would appear 
junlovely ; and though there might be 
imany other excellent traits in her 
character, yet without this regulating, 
harmonizing, finishing grace, all the 
rest would perhaps prove worse than 
useless, Let it then be your con- 
cern, my friend, to possess it; for 
‘wisdom dwells with prudence,” and 
it will teach you the art of self-govern- 
ment. 

Every Christian female, however 
amiable and placid her natural tem- 
per may be, will often feel cause to 
mourn over the rising of sinful pro- 
pensities ; and in the chequered path 
of matrimonial life, many things will 
occur to stir up the latent seeds of 
‘discontent, envy, impatience, peev- 
ishness, and a variety of other evils ; 





but prudence will enable you to 


‘check them, and to command your 
spirit; this is no small attainment, for 
greater is she that conquereth her 
spirit than he that taketh a city. 

It will also govern the tongue, that 
little but unruly member, by which 
so much mischief is done in the 
church and in the world. It is mat- 
ter of deep regret that the tongues of 
females, of females professing godli- 
ness, should ever be employed in the, 








odious work of detraction, in sowing 
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the seeds of discord, in uttering cruel 
sarcasms, and thus invidiously injar- 
ing the reputation and wounding the 
feelings of those whose principal 
crime perhaps is superior excellence ; 
or, if not, whose infirmities or faults 
ought to be covered with a mantle of 
love, and concealed frem public ob- 
servation, rather than presented to 
the view through the magnifying 
power of a spleentul lens. 

If the indulgence of this habit be 
improper in Christian females in ge- 
neral, it would be still more abhor- 
rent if found in the wife of a minister ; 
hence the necessity of your possess- 
ing that prudence which will enable 
you to govern the tongue, for it wil! 
dictate when to speak, as well as what 
to say ; it will cause you to order your 
ewn conversation aright, and by your 
influence in some measure to regu- 
late that of your acquaintances ; at 
least, under its government, you will 
not fail to cast the frown of disappro- 
bation on the invidious defamer, and 
thus shame the slanderer into silence. 

Prudence will also govern the con- 
duct. it will repress what is wrong, 
and urge to the performance of every 
good work. It will cause your do- 
mestic concerns to be managed with 
economy, regularity, and comfort. In 
your furniture, your table, and your 
dress, it will lead yeu to choose what 
is useful and suitable, rather than 
what is expensive and fashionable. 
Indeed it will be interwoven in all 
your arrangements, and seen in your 
conduct, that the heart of your hus- 
band will safely trust in you, assured 
that you ** will de him good, and not 
evil, all the days of his life.” 

A mind well stored. with useful 
knowledge is a desirable qualifica- 
tion ; because you will be the com- 
panion of one whose pursuits and 
whose pleasures are principally in- 
tellectual. 

You will be called to associate with 
respectable and intelligent society ; 
and, in the event of your becoming a 
parent, you should he tlre instructréss 
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and friend, as well as the nurse, of 
your children. The maternal cha- 
racter is a very important one; to 
discharge its various duties aright 
requires no ordinary measure of wis- 
dom, prudence, and skill, especially 
as the children of ministers are fre- 
quently, and sometimes necessarily, 
principally left to the management of 
their mother during their early years 
~—which, ifevery mother were a Mrs. 
Watts, a Mrs. Doddridge, or a Mrs. 
Cecil, would be an incalculable bless- 
ing to the rising generation. 

This, however, is rather a subject 
for after consideration ; but I name it 
to show the propriety of possessing 
suitable endowments for the station 
which you expect to occupy. 

I once heard a gentleman say of 
his deceased wife, that she was equal - 
ly qualified for the business of the 
kitchen, the nursery, the sick room, 
and the parlour; and was alike at 
home in the cottage of the peasant 
and in the drawing room of the mer- 
chant. A minister’s wife so endowed 
must be a treasure to the man who 
possesses her, and a blessing to the 
circle in which she moves. 

That you may thus enrich your 
husband and benefit society, is the 
earnest prayer of my dear Sarah’s 
affectionate friend. 


From the Christian Secrctary 
THE CONTRAST. 

Messrs. Editors: If you conser 
the following narrative of facts to 
possess interest enough to be worthy 
of a place in your interesting paper, 
you are at liberty to insert it. 

Some time in the month of June, 
I was requested by a christian friend 
to accompany him on a visit to the 
sick of the neigbourhood in which he 
lived, with the view of conversing 
with them on the state of their souls, 
and to administer such warnings to 
the impenitent, and such consolation 
to the humble believer, as the word 
of God directs. 


_— 
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The first person we saw was an 
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old man apparently about eighty, who 
had been declining for three or four 
po whose trembling frame showed 
is disordered state, and whose eyes, 
though a little brighter at our ap- 
proach, yet seemed to be looking out 
of the gloomy chambers of death. 
The unhappy old man breathed out 
his sorrows to us with many a deep 
drawn sigh. God, he said, had forsak- 
en him, death was drawing nigh; and 
it was dreadful to think of being call- 
ed into eternity without one evidence 
that it would be well with him here- 
after. Having listened awhile to his 
conversation, and not knowing the 
history of his former life, we proceed- 
ed to open as clearly as possible, the 


situation of mankind as sinners; the jus- | 


tice of our condemnation ; our entire 
inability to make any atonement for 
our sins; the fulness there isin Christ; 
and the way of salvation through his 
blood. He heard with much atten- 
tion, but notwithstanding this full and 
free salvation was spread before him 
on the plain and simple terms of the 
gospel; instead of its producing peace 
in his mind, he felt the inward pain 
and anguish stil]. He requested our 
prayers, and after joining in this most 
solemn act of devotion, (and what 
more solemn than to kneel at the bed- 
side of a dying man’) we took our 
leave, and although we received many 
thanks for our visit, yet we could 
not but think that while the wishfal 
eye of the old man was following us to 
the door, he was mentally exclaiming, 
Miserable comforters are ye all. 

Ah! thought |, what can sinful mor- 
tals do to help a dying man? The 
consolations of the gospel belong to 
the humble, the contrite, and broken- 
hearted sinner. To him the terms 
of life are easy, and while on earth 
he often has an earnest of his eternal 
rest. But no foe is so formidable to 
a dying man, as that hard and stub- 
born heart he carries in his bosom. 
— That heart must break ; or God will 
have no dwelling there. 
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woman about forty-five, and noted for 
her piety. She was exercised at in- 
tervals and in quick succession, with 
the most acute and distressing pain. 
When the season of her distress re- 
turned, (several of which we witness- 
ed during our stay,) it seemed as 
though the brittle thread must soon 
part, and soul and body separate, 
Sometimes they left her pale, faint, 
and trembling ; at other times she was 
thrown into a high state of perspir- 
ation, which soon descended in cold 
drops upon her forehead. At every 
return of the distress, the pains that 
ran through her bréast were like the 
fierce onset of so many tigers upoe 
the weak and defenceless bedy of a 
lamb. 

tn such circumstances, it was im- 
possible tor her to continue long, Nor 
was she at all insensible ofthis. She 
knew that her feeble frame could not 


| long support the weight of her bodily 


anguish, and felt that the hand of God 

was heavy upon her. While she 

submitted without a murmur, to the 

chastisements of her heavenly Father, 

her soul was filled with confidence 

in his goodness, and her language was, 

“‘ thongh he slay me, yet will I trust 

in him.” _ The little intervals of com- 

parative ease were occupied with 

sweet meditation on the word of God, 

by which she was strengthened to 

eadure the impetuous rush of her an- 

relenting disease. Often did she lift 
up her eyes to the everlasting hills, 
and sigh to be delivered from her 
tenement of clay, that she might soar 

to realms of light and rest in the man- 
sions of peace. Itrequired little ex- 
ertion on our part to suit the conver- 
sation to her case. So long and so 
well versed was she in the langu 

of Canaan, that we were led sweetly 
along threugh the consideration of 
the trials of our probationary state; 
the scene of our dissolution ; and the 
reward of the righteous, in the King- 
dom of Glory. At her request, my 
friend led our devotion in prayer. 


The next person we visited was a!' Nota sigh was’ heard nor murmur 
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rose while the solemn service was 
performing. After the prayer, we 
2 and took her hand, saying, 
* does it not throw a sweet and hea- 
venly calmness over your mind when 
we address the throne of Grace ?”’ 
© yes! said she, itis my great and 
unfailing source of comfort in all the 
sad variety of my grief, that God will 
hear me when I cry unto him, and 
will deliver me. With hearts deep- 
ly affected with what we had seen 
and heard; full of confidence in the 
religion that we professed ; being as- 
sured that it will support its votaries 
when every other refuge fails; we 
returned to our homes, we hope, both 
wiser and better. 

The few remaining days and nights 
of weariness that were appointed unto 
her, were soon numbered; and the 
living were addressed with the tidings 
—‘* she is dead.”” Triumphant was 
her exit~Heaven received the white 
rob’d spirit, and sung Hallelujah ! 

The Church wept-—the mournful 
tears fell because a praying soul had 
ceased in Israel. J 





ON DECISION IN RELIGION. 


Moses, on a momentous occasion, 
stood in the gate of the camp and 
cried, ‘* Who is on the Lord’s side ? 
fet him come unto me.”’ And in our 
own day a similar inquiry ought to be 
plainly and powerfully urged home, 
that the true servants of God may 
occupy their high and proper ground 
distinctly marked, and rally round the 
standard of the great Captain of their 
salvation. Decision, both in our re- 
ligious principles and practice, is of 
the highest importance. The Bible 
unquestionably contains a system of 
doctrines which bear the stamp and 
signature of heaven; yet, because 
they are opposed to the pride, self- 
will, carnality, and corruption of the 
human heart, they are generally 
slighted and contemned. Nothing is 
more easy or more common than to 
profess faith in the Gospel; but let 
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us not rest in a vague, indefinite as- 
sent, or a cold, customary form. 

What are the doctrines we espouse? 
Are they, in very deed, the humbling, 
holy, and salutary troths of God’s 
word? Do they lead us to abandon 
all dependence on our own righte- 
ousness, and centre our trust in the 
atonement, merits, and grace, of the 
Lord Jesus Christ? Are these doc- 
trines, not the opinions we have re- 
ceived from education, but the prine 
ciples we have embraced on convic- 
tion? The most ardent and forward 
profession avails nothing without a 
corresponding practice. Have we, 
then, come out from the world? |} 
ask not whether its grosser vices 
and abominations are forsaken; but 
are its luxuries, its pleasures, its fa- 
yourite maxims, its vain amusements, 
givennp? In every age, and rank, 
and situation, there are certain occa- 
sions which operate as tests to try 
men, and manifests what they are. 
A careless, dilatory, and fluctuating 
state of mind, in reference to the 
grand concerns of God and eternity, 
is both foolish and criminal. But the 
state of mind which it is the design 
of this paper to recommend, has many 
advantages connected with it. 

1. Decision in religion gives a pe- 
culiar dignity and lustre to the cha- 
racter. The time-server, who dex- 
terously trims and accommodates his 
religion to the fashion of his neigh- 
bours, or the taste of his superiors, 
can never command respect and es- 
teem. Waywardness and fickleness 
betray either a weak judgment, or 
a want of principle. A double-mind- 
ed man is unstable in all his ways. 
But the steady and resolved believer 
holds fast the form of sound words 
contained in the gospel; and, unse- 
duced by specious errors, as well as 
undismayed by threatening dangers, 
presses forward towards the mark for 
the prize of his high calling, There 
is a sublime grandeur in such a cha- 
racter. We admire the precious en- 
during elements of whjch it is com- 

















posed, and their gradual confirmation 
to adivine and perfect model, Com- 
pare with the course of the wander- 
ing sceplic and the mercenary trim- 
mer, the noble conduct of Joshua, 
Elijah, and Paul. The valiant lead- 
er of Israel saw their propensity to 
idolatry, and said, * Choose ye this 
day whom ye will serve; but as fo 
me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” Elijah, on Mount Carmel, 
though opposed by the king and 


court, and a formidable phalanx of 


enemies, boldly stood forth alone in 
defence of the true religion, and 
thus addressed the fluctuatmg multi- 
tude : ‘* How long halt ye between 
two opimions? If Jehovah be God, 
follow him; but if Baal, then follow 
him.” 
cause before Festus and Agrippa, 
furnishes another instance of that de- 
cision and heroic intrepidity, which 
every believer should be concerned 
toexethplify. And aChristian, even 
in the lowest rank, whose principles 
are fixed by the testimonies of God, 
and whose temper and conduct ac- 
cord with those principles, is pos- 
sessed of true dignity. He sets 
the Lord always before him, and 
though reproached, vilified and per- 
secuted, he continues unmoved.— 
Christ is his trust. his hope, his 
strength; Christ his 
portion, his eternal .1//; and he can 


this rock, this refuge, this divine Ke- 
deemer. 

Qdly. Decision in religion is inti- 
mately connected with the richest 
comiorts and blessings. The gospel 
brings inestimable benetits in ifs be- 
som. Pardon of sin, peace of con- 
science, everlasting consolation, and 
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|a good hope through grace, are con- 
| veyed to us in its great and precious 
ipromises. The Gospel opens an in- 
‘exhaustible storehouse of all the 
;good which suits and satisfies the 
souls of man. * Be it, however, re- 
collected,” says Mr. Hall, ** that the 
Christian religion confines its enjoy- 
j mente exclusively to sincere and de- 
‘cided Christians. ‘To these enjoy- 
‘ments you will therefore necessarily 
rm a stranger, unless you re- 
sign yourself wholly to its power. 
| Many, Without renouncing the pro- 
| fession of Christianity, without for- 
jmally rejecting its distinguishime doc- 
trines, live in such an habitual vie- 
lation of its laws, and contradiction 
' to its spirit, that, conscious they have 





Paul, pleading his Master's } more to fear than hope from its teath, 


ithey are never able to contemplate 
it without terror. Ut haunts their 
| Imagination instead of tranquilizing 
| their hearts; and hangs, with de- 
| pressing weight, on all their enjoy- 
|ments aud pursuits. Their religion, 
jinstead of comforting them under 
i their troubles, is itself their greatest 
 cmaabie from which they seek re- 
‘fuge in the dissipation and vanity of 
the world, until the throbs and tu- 
“mults of conscience force them back 
upon religion. Thus suspended be- 
‘tween opposite powers, the sport of 








pattern, his | contradictory influences, they are dis- 
! qualified for the happiness of both 


neither be drawn nor driven from) worlds, and neither enjoy the plea- 


sures of sin, nor the peace of piety.” 
But behold the firm and decided 
| Christian! he lives near the fountain 
of light and grace ; he feeds on the 
| bread of lite, the hidden and heaven- 
‘ly manna. Though clouds may fora 


short time darken his sky, they can- 
not blot out his sun.—Lvan. Mag, 





' 
t 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


FOREIGN. 


\ of the interesting speeches delivered 


Our English publications for the | at the Anniversary of the Church 


last month not having come to hand, 
we have thought it would be accept- 
able to our readers to publish some 
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|| Missionary Society, in London, of 
which a short account was given in 
jour August No. 
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The Annual Sermon was preached 
by the Rev. M. Thompson, M. A. 
Chaplain of the East-India Company 
on the Madras Establishment, trom 
John iv. 34—36. 

In applying the subject to the work 
of Missions, the Preacher drew the 
following picture of the state of In- 
dia, of which he had himself been an 
eye-witness :— 

**Look around upon the fields which 
occupy the cares of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society. Comprehending a 
population of many myriads of our 
fellow-creatures and fellow-subjects, 
they exhibit to us, every where, 
through all the shores of the Medi- 
terranean, from Africa to New Zea- 
land, from West to East, the most 
affecting, the most appalling specta- 
cles of sin and wretchedness—of dis- 
honour to God, and of human degra- 
dation and perdition. 

** My Brethren, I speak strongly — | 
I speak, let it be remembered, as an 
eye-witness! For thirteen years, 
and upward, my lot has lain among 
the Heathen—among even the most }, 
civilized portion of them, in India. 
What you have shuddered but to 
hear, | have often shuddered to be- 
hold—and the remembrance is in- 
delible ! 

** Not, however, to exhaust your 
time in adding to those tales of hor- 
ror, of moral turpitude, of abomina- 
ble idolatries, and devouring super- 
stitions, which are familiar to yon 
through many valuable publications, 
Yet me declare to you solemnly, from 
this sacred place, that scarcely could 
we frame a record respecting India 
too piteous—too degrading—too base! 

“There are those, 1 know, who 
would persuade you to think differ- 
ently. Powerfully as these persons 
have oftentimes been refuted—dis- 
proved as their allegations are, by 

many open and notorious facts, espe- 
cially that of the almost total absen-c 
of moral culture in those Native 
Schools which are under exclusive 
Native management, by the known 
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wickedness of their religious fables 
and rites, and by the complaints and 
reproaches on these accounts of their 
own writers—let it suffice me, for 
the present, to add my own to the 
many strong and mournful testimo- 
mes to the enormities of the Gods, 
the Worship, the Priests, and the 
People of lndia—and, for you, Chris- 
trans! let no contradictions of false 
or misguided brethren rob us of 
{ your sympathy and confidence, which 
are our comfort in many labours and 
tribulations.’ 

On the encouragements offered by 
India, Mr. Thompson thus speaks :— 

** We willturn, however, from this 
view. Lift up, then, your eyes ; and 
behold the fields as they appear, no! 
in their own native shades, but m 
connection with Christian Missiona- 
|ries. 1 must not attempt to lead you 
‘over the wide survey which we might 
take with delight : “Lf must still con- 
tract your view to a part only—that 
| interesting part—the vast and pro- 
lific fields of India. There the scene 
presented to us, is distinctly that of 
a people now brought, from various 
causes, to a siate of mental excite- 
/ment unknown for ages ; and every- 
| where welcoming ‘Instructors. 
| speak of a fact ‘evidenced and au- 
thenticated by the most sensible a - 
jterations in the tone and habits of 
/ men of all castes, from the Brahmin 
to the Parian—by the eager desire 
‘of multitudes for instruction—by 
‘combinations of the learned and at- 
fluent among them with ourselves, 
in School and School-book Societies 
—by the writings and numerous dis- 
ciples of Native Retormers—and by 
the testimony of the Missionaries o! 
every Society to the respect and at- 
tention of willing crowds to the 
preaching of the Gospel, and the 
readiness with which 
every caste commit to them the edu- 
cation of their sons.” 

The Annual Meeting was held or 











| Tuesday, the 30th of April. at twelve 
o'clock, in Freemasons’ Hall: Loré 
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Gamer, the President, in the Chair. 
His Lordship having opened the | 
Meeting, a Letter was read from the 
Lord Bishop of Gloucester, expres- 
sive of regret thatthe triennial duties 
of his Diocess prevented him from: 
attending the Anniversary. Letters 
to the same effect, from his Lordship, 
were read at the Meetings of the 
Bible and Jews’ Societies. 

The Report was read by the Se- | 
cretary ; and the meeting was ad-| 
dressed by the Treasurer, on the | 
state of the Funds. The Receipts) 
of the year had exceeded those of 
the year preceding, by about 20007. ; 
and the Payments, as will be seen 
by the following abstract, had nearly 
equalled the Receipts : ; 

Receipts of the Year. 

Paid direct to the Society :— =. 2. @. 
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Twenty-first Annual Pabli- 
cation 

Purchase of $1,000 Numbers 
of the Missonary Register, 
at cost price, chiefly tor the 
use of Collectors 

Priating Qyarterly Papers, for 
the use éf the Weekly and 
Monthly Contributors 

Miscellaneous Printing 7 18 to 

Sundries—ineluding Advertise- 

ments, Postage, Carriage, 

Rent, Taxes, Salaries, Pound- 

age, and lacideatals 


Total, 


1435-7 «10 


1005 10 & 





£32,996 18 


es 





Funded Property. 

Besides the investment of 1000/. for the ase 
of the Bishop's College at Caleatta, the Soci- 
ely possesses the following Stock—amounting 
to somewhat more than half-a-vear's Expen- 
diture 

Redaced 3 per Cents. 6000/.—Consols 3 per 
Cents. 14,8001 —Exechequer Bills, 1900/ 

The Resolutions were moved and seconded 
—by the Farl of Rocksavage ; and the Rev, 
W. Dealtry, of Clapham—by Lord Calthorp ; 
aud the Rev, Theophilus Blomhardf, ieapores 
of the Missionary Seminary at Baste—by W 
Wilberforce, Esc. M. P.; and the Rev. J w 
Conningham, of Harrow—by Jolin Herhert 
Harrington, Esq. of Caleutta; aod T. Fowell 
Buxton, Esq. P.—and by the Kev. Johe 
Langley, Seeretary of the Shropshire Churet: 
Missionary Association; and the Rev. John 





Congregational Collections 555 4 1 
Bevelactions 733 9 Oj 
Annual Subscriptions 1554 14 6 
School Fund 150 Ww OO 
Legacies 32 O G6 
Contmbutions through medium of 
Associations, 28,135 19 3 
Beduct Expenses, 1,019 1 0 
' 


27,116 18 3 





Interest on Government Securi- 











ties 1,327 13 9 
Total, £32,975 9 7] 
} 
Poyments of the Year. 
Viissions — 
West Africa 9230 12 1 
Mediterranean 04 8 7 
North India 2730 4 4 
South India 6814 lb 1 
Western lodia 38 9 §) 
Cevlon S009 15) 6 | 
Australasia 5649 17) 6} 
West ladies 50 4 8&8 


North-West America 20 0 0 
Kemittance, in dollars, to the 

South India Mission, for 1822 «19000 0 0 
Investment to meet a Grant to 


the Bishop's College at Cal- 


eutia, for 1822 1000 0 0 
Grant to the Episcopal Mission- 
ary Society of the U. States 200 0 0 


Missionaries and Students :— 








Maintenance, Education, &c. 1545 6 2 
Basle Tnstitution 315 0 0 
Disabled Missionaries, Wi- 
dows, and Families 240 19 9) 
Purchase of Premises at Is- 
lington 529 14 0} 
Books 193 0 0 
Pabiieations :—~ 
Translating and printing the 
Seviptures and Tracts 252 5 3| 


Printing 9500 copies of the 


Brown, late of Belfast. —A concluding Reso- 
lution of Thanks was moved by the Earl of 
Gosford, and seconded by the Rev. James Hal- 
daue Stewart. 

The Collections amounted to 389/. Ts. —ol 
which the sum of 221. 19s, Td. was eiven at 
the Church, and that of 1671. 7s. 5c. at the 
Meeting. The Collection at the Chureh im- 
cluded two sums of 50d. and 201, seat by 
friends who could not attend. 

We shall give a full abswact of the Ad- 
dresses delivered atthe Meeting ; as they will 
show our Readers in what light some of the 
most intelligent Members of the Socicty vrew 
its varions Proceedings; and may beth in- 
struct and gratify them, by the piety and elo- 
quence displayed on this occasion ; 

Lord Gambier.—Ladies and ‘ren- 
(lemen: | most respectfully an! cor- 
dially congratulate you, on your being 
assembled together this day on this 
blessed occasion, to participate in the 
heavenly work before us. “very 
Anniversary of our Institution brings 


‘lus renewed cause for lively gratitude 
jand praise. 


If we view the progress of Chris- 
lianity within these last very few 
years, we cannot fail to acknowledge 
that the cause of the glorious Gospel 


is increasing throughout the world. 
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Through the instrumentality of your 
Missionaries, and the Missionaries of 
kindred Institutions, the light of di- 
vine Truth is spreading into the re- 
motest corners of the earth: Heathens 
are coming to its brightness, and are 
turned from the power of Satan unto 
God. Wider fields are opening to 
the labours of Missionaries, and fresh 
sources supply the means of carrying 
on this blessed work. Ethiopia ts 
stretching out her hands unto God, 
and the Kingdoms of this world are 
becoming the Kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Christ. 

Here, then, is abundant cause for 

our thankfulness. Let us ofler to the 
Lord an humble tribute of praise, 
while we pray for His blessing on 
the work of our hands. Let us from 
the heart say—Blessing, and honour, 
and praise, and holy and thanktul 
worship, be rendered unto the Father 
of Mercies, throughout all the world, 
for ever and ever: for great and mar- 
vellous are his ways, and holy is His 
Name! Let the people praise thee, 
O Lord! yea, let all the people praise 
thee. Serve the Lord with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling. Be ye 
sure, that the Lord He is God over all 
the earth. Oh go your ways into His 
gates with thanksgivings, and into His 
courts with praise: for His mercy is 
everlasiing, and His truth endureth 
from generation to generation. 

The Report having been read by 
the Secretary, the Treasurer ad- 
dressed the Meeting. 

John Thornton, Esq.—My Lord: 
The Report has so fully anticipated 
the remarks which | would have 
made on the state of our funds, that I 
have but little to say in my character 
as Treasurer of the Society. It is, 
however, very satisfactory to be able 
to state, that, after a regular increase 
of several years, they have continu- 
ed to advance in the last year. At 
first sight, -my Lord, it might excite 
our surprise, when we consider the 
circumstances of the times in which 

-we live, that so large a sum as Thirty- 
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three Thousand Pounds should be 
poured into our treasury im the past 
year. But on what depends the sup- 
port of Institutions like these ’—Is 4 
on caprice, or impulse, or passion ’ 
No, my Lord: this stream of bene- 
volence springs from the perennial 
source of Christian Love! We have 
heard an instance of this in the Report 
just read, in the case of the Negro 
| Woman in Sierra Leone, who having 
received benefit from the Gospel her- 
self, could not rest till she had 
brougut others to partake with her 
there: and this, my Lord, as we 
confidently trust and beheve, is the 
true cause of the increase in 9ur 
funds: and so far from being surpris- 
ed at this increase, I must confess 
that 1, for one, expect still more, from 
the continued and growing influence 
of this divine principle. 
Karl of Rocksavage.-—My Lord: | 
feel myself so mcompetent, | most 
unfeignedly say, to address at length 
such a Meeting as this, that | should 
not have risen at all, had I not felt it 
a duty to express my respect to this 
Noble Institution. When JI call it a 
Noble Institution, | hope I do so from 
‘my very heart. It is an Institution 
which has the noblest of all causes for 
‘its object. The noblest of all causes 
is the Cause of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
and we know that this is a cause 
which must ultimately prevail, for 
the infallible records of inspiration 
tell us so. The Kingdoms of the 
‘earth will become the Kingdom of 
the Saviour: and I humbly trust, that 
_by what we have this day already 
heard, and by what we shall still hear 
| from the many able persons around 
‘me, we shall be stimulated, under 
God's blessing, to fresh activity. 

1 am unwilling to call the attention 
of this Meeting to any thing which re- 
gards myself; yet | cannot but say, 
that | feel most gratefully the honour 
which has been conferred on me, in 
nominating me one ofthe Vice-Patrons 
of the Society. [tis, indeed, the high- 











est honour, to be made instrumental, 











1822. 


in the slightest degree, in promoting 
acause, which engages the attention, 
not only of all the good on earth, but | 
of all the anvels of God in heaven. 

I fully accord with the Motion in 
my hand, which I will now read :— 


Th: at the Re port now read be received, and 
printe: lunder the direction of the committee 
and that this Meeting desire 
feiened thankfulness to the Father of Mercies, 
for the blessings hitherto vouchsafed to the 
proceediags of the Socicty ; and its increasing 
con: ietion, that the efforts of man, though di- 
rected to the highest end, must be in vain, 
without the aid of tim from whom “ all holy 
desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 
do proceed: and the Meeting would, there- 


fore, not only attribute all past suecess to His 
favour 


and blessing, but earnestly urge on the 
Members of the Society the importance of un- 
ploring « the enlarged influences of the Holy S 
rit on this and on all similar Lastitutions. 


Reo. Walhiam Dealtry. —My Letter 
to those persons, if such there be, 
who consider that nothing has been 
effected because the whole world has 
not been converted, who look down | 
with sublime indifference on the tew 
hundreds instructed by the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, and ona few thou- 
sands of scholars taught to read the 
Scriptures and to attend the preach- 
ine of the Word of God—on such 
persone, | am persuaded the facts 
have been stated this day will 
protuce little eflect. But l 
consider myself as now addressing 
persons of a very different descrip- 
tion. | believe the persons who are 
here assembled, do tndeed feel the 
vast importance and the commanding 
obligation of meking known the Gos- 
pel of Christ to aguilty world. ‘They 
would rejoice to hear tf but of one 
child being instructed in Christian 
Truth—of even but one sinner being 
brought to the knowledge of Christ. 

It would be lost labour to offer re- 
marks on all the Stations occupied 
by the Society; but as I have the 
honour to second the Motion just 
made by the Noble Earl, f may allude 
to two or three circumstances in the 
Report, in order to show the great 
necessity for this Institution. 

One of the 


ioe Apress its ule 


*" 


which 


or no 


the world visited by this society is 


most important parts of 
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| the East Indies. T will not remark on 
ithe statement which we have heard, 
that spheres for labour are opening 
faster than Missionaries can be pro- 
;cured—nor on the Linpressive Letter 
‘of the Metropelitan of the Syrian 
|\Chureh to the Soe ne, 2g on that 
of the Rev. Joseph Fenn, ant- 
‘mating in tts details and its prospects, 
jin reference to the Syrian Church. 
| But there is another Letter, which we 
have heard, addressed by the Govern- 
or-General of India to your Lord- 
ship; and, adverting to the statements 
of that Lette , | would ask what must 
be the character ofa population where 
no moral principles are ineuleated on 
the rising generation ? What the ehil- 
dren educated insuch Native Schools 
imust in advancing to matu- 
rity, every one can tell. ‘Thousands 
of these children, who wouk I grow up, 

but for our exertions, in entire igno- 
rance of all that is really good, are in- 
structed in sound principles, and are 
thus training for kingdom of hea- 
‘ven. bt would allude to another cir- 


so 


become, 


the 





cunstance mentioned in the Report— 
it mean the benevolent spirit of the 
Christian Negroes collected in the 
‘Settlements in Sierra Leone. tt 
struck me, while hearing the state- 
ments respecting these laiely-liberat- 
ed Slaves, that fit had occurred in the 
ecclesiastical His- 


pages of ancient 


jiory, that some traveller had lighted 


upon a people, so anxious for reli- 
ious instruction, and so devoted to 
‘their worship, that they attended 
daily in great numbers at Morning 
and Evening prayers—that they ex- 
hibited their Christian Charity ina 
way so remarkable, that, when some 
outcasts landed on their coast, they 
ran to them, pouring, as it were, oil 
and wine into their wounds, carrying 
them on their backs to their town, 
and supplying them with every ne- 
cessary—this would be a Fact to 
which we should allude as one of the 
:nost interesting which the page of his- 
tory could produce. We should have 
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said, ‘* Happy are the people under 
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the influence ot a spirit like this! and 
happy are the spectators of scenes lke 
these!”’ But, my Lord, this t an event 
of our own day, There is now such a 
Goshen, where the inhabitants have 
light in their dwelling! There is an 
Oasis of this kind, even in the deserts 
of Africa! It might, indeed, be thought 
that these people were naturally of 
very amiable character: but the Re- 
port states explicitly, that this was 
not the case; and that, previous to the 
introduction of Christianity among 
them, if some of their re-captured 
countrymen were landed on the coast, 
they would perhaps inquire if there 
were among them a brother, ora re- 
lative, or a friend, but were quite in- 
different to the wants and sufferings 
of others: bui we find, on the veca- 
sions stated in the Report, that they 
inquired not who is my brother or 
my friend, but they eagerly supplied 
the wants of all, and showed their | 


love to God ivy their love to their | 


fellow-creatures. 

And 1 am the more forcibly im- 
pressed by this fact, from the contrast 
which it aflords to the state of the 
slaves on board Le Kodeur, a French 
vessel, among whom, as she was cross- 
ing the Atlantic in 1819, with 160 
Slaves and a crew of 22 men, the 
Ophthalmia appeared. From the 
Slaves, the disease reached the crew; 
all of whom, except one man, became 
wholly or partidly bhoad. A ques- 
tion naturally arises, ** Why did not 
the Negroes rise tipon the crew?” 





as it is known, that such was their } 


il. snce of Christian Ch. ity, and in en- 


love of liberty, that when they could | 
seize the opportunity, they leaped in- |) 
to the sea. ‘The real cause of their }; 
not rising was their mutual hatred. 
Consisting of different tribes, they | 
looked upon one another with malice; |) 
and, though in chains, were ready to | 
tear one another in pieces! Mark 1 
ihe contrast, prodaced by the bless- 
ing of God on the residence of a few | 
years at Sierra Leone ! 

And as a proof of the power of the 

yospel, | would recall to your rece!- 
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lection the statement of the Report, 
that these Negroes had been unde 
Christan Instructon only for the 
short period of tour years. Well 
nught the naval othcer who accom- 
pamed Sir Charles MacCarthy ona 
Visit to Gloucester Town express his 
astoumshment at this fact, as we have 
heard from the Keport that he did ; 
and well did Sir Charles reply, that 
tius was the effect of Christiamty, for 
no such effect could be produced by 
any other means. 

lam very unwilling to trespass long 
upon your time ; but | would say a 
word upon the newly-adopted Ameri- 
can Mission of the Society-—a Miss- 
ion, on which | cannot enlarge ; but 
| would state, that in no part of the 
world as the want of Missionaries 
greater than among the wandering 
tribes of the American Indians---tn ne 
part of the world is there greater anx- 











ety for Misstonaries—in no part of 


the world are there greater facilities 
for carrying on the work tn which 
we are engaged. But | would leave 
the detail ; and earnestly recommend, 
that we should with gratitude litt up 
‘our hearts to Almighty God for [lis 
blessing on this Institution, and that 
we should unite in fervent prayer for 
His constant assistance and supports 
and sure | am, that if these be our 
feelings, when we consider the pros- 
pect opening around us, and the fa- 
j cilities which we now possess—tacili- 
‘ties unknown to our forelathers—we 
I sball exert ourselves in the propaga- 
‘tron of the Gospel, under the intlu- 





ure depende nee on the Holy Spirit, 
looking for the influence of that Spirit 
In here it is not yet seen, and for more 
H | abundant supplies of his grace where 


itis ina measure already bestowed. 
(To be continu “d. ) 
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| 
| 
| 
, The Board of rustees of the 


Theological Seminary of the Prot-st- 
tant Epescopal Church in the Dio ess 
lof Maryland, located in the District 
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of Columbia, held their second meet- 


ing on the Sd onst. in Georzetown. 


Agents were appoimted for the coilec- | 


tion of larger tunds mm the ditlerent 
<ections of the country, who are un- 


mediately to undertake the pe riorm: | 


unce of the duties assigned them. The 
Kev. Wilhan H. Widmer, D. Do wa 


nommated as the professor of 


Seminary, and a Financial Comnuttee | 


Ry lhigwues Tut ibs 


the | 


i 
‘ 


was appotnted to reculate the fiscal} 


concerns of the Tnstitution. 


| 
} 
} 


pihlerence 
| how 


ace. —Donx oa, 


which our Father un heavea must dekght to 


' 
look “upon, Last year we mourwed over the 


imattentian of our scholars, their apparent in- 
und uncopcern, With gratitude we 
that thew atte mlanee is 


they evinee more tnterest. and ne 


report mare 
pure tbat, 


unpleasant circumstance has disturbed the har 


The Trustees were much encour- |! 


. | 
aged by the large prospects ot funds 


which were held out to them by eve- 
ry section of the Diveess : and they 
entertain no doghis of (he permanent 
and flourishing establishment of the 


institution committed to their care 


They, at the same time, earnestly c ll | 


upon all the members of the Episco- | 


pal Church to be active ana vicorous 

in the support of an institution, in 

the success of which the interests of 
the Church are so deeply coucerned., 

The Board of Trustees at present 
consists of — 

Che Right Rev. James Kemp, DOD. President 
Rey. John P. K. Henshaw, FP ver- Presiccnt 
Rev. Heory L. Davis, DD) Annapolis 
Rev. William E. Wyau, D-D. Balumore 
Rev. George Weller, Cambridyc 
Rev. William Hawley, Washington 
Rev. John Johns. Fredenektown 
Rev. Charles P. Meflyvaine, 
Rev. Stephen HH. ‘Twne 

Hon. John C. Herbert. Mrinee Ci orge's Co 

Francis S. Key, Esq. Georgetown 

Clement Siaith, hisq. (accor 

Elisha De Butts, M I) Babine 

fhomas Henderson, M.D. Geo 

Nicholas W. Worthington, M.D. 
is Secretary, and John f. Stall, Esq. 

Georgetown, 1s Treasurer to the 

Board. Any donations to the Semu- 

nary may be forwarded to the Pres- 

surer, or given to any member ot the 

Board of ‘Trustees. 
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Report of the Chestertown Fem 
for the year ending with July, 
Another year having passed, we are called 
npon, in the exercise of our duty, to report to 
vou the state of this -Society and Schoo), 
whose annual examimation has couveaed us 
on this day—a Society which must tadeed pro- 
duce in the mind of all, particularly of tho. 
zealous ef good works to serve the living God, 


. , . 
Swhiy School 
er) 
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the deepest feelings of interest; and a Society « 


' 


} 
j 
' 
| 


wony of our School 


At the commencement of the vear, we had 


»> 
- *cholars, stpee then 12 have been acdaatte d, 
making on qumber 36: 6 have been provided 
ith hen bin Kent county, bin Baltimore, 
“= 


irna, and tan Queen Ane 
foo vour benevotle 


From rll tee ith 


it leasing 


nee nrc ¢ ime 
mother causes, the cute 
nexceediagh heavy on those offers 


iL present envage il as NI thagers, toere havinyw 


mis baalke 


with the Direetress the 


hich 


1 ny fevet two to hare 


tutiurue of all the duties w our constitutions 
Surely on 
teel 


andl pufanisy 


requires trom: four this assembly 
there are more who ansious fo reecue 


oun fetplation (which we kno Ww 


to be the almost certam ead of want of educa 


fon and relignous mostroction) those chi'drep 


Detore You, wihose sHtest hope, for ste hoon 
tv le vithem onto Zion, is from 
then, Chit 


of owe * ho 


thluctlon asa 


this tostatution’ Cone torward, 


1) fimgends—rely on the assistance: 


+ ide to helo: it may prove Wearisome @ 
first, but a sure peace and comtort arives frona 
the perlormance ol ourdaty, particularly eueh 
i duly as this Parents, vou “who have had 
wm opportunity of discovery even an the 
conduet of vour tender fhsprin , the sintu 
tendency of human oature, and ther prone 

bess tO vice, motwithstandiog vour most cs 


voted ecarefuluess to mus truet them trom how 


to hour, give your assistanee and patronage 


think of these poor dependent childrea—thins 
that ther chanee, for such tes 
tily thea minds for withstanding the 
HuMerous wheel must surround them 
aidvant yt 


OS us hay for 
youn? 
stiatts 
lies im the io be derived teom tow 
hours imsteuction during 


von refleet oa the Te e 


i week; and whei 
to he attache 


to those tour hours, you will surely be an 


mated to offer vour assistance. And our youn 
' ' 


ipiecviel who have been blest 


eXpostulati ! otar 


with the ferves 
chonate parents, and wey 
‘ ) 

arnt 


checruneg ind 


over the ippeal, and expermenced the 
through atte 


vive to the 


happy wudluene 


sears, hide not your hueht, bat 


m their seeessity—bury not vour talents, ba 
increase them to the glory of God your 3: 
you 

We have distributed through the Secho« 
dunag the last year, 6 Lostaments, | Coml 


spelling-books, PT Psalter, G Mayo's Primers 


(15 pas shoes, 8 baize coat-, Lo wrappers, 


shawls: S42 were expended w clothing) the: 
remains m the Treasurer's hands 85 62 
By order of the Board 
ErizapetTu C. Wickes, See 
Sinan B. Brake, Directress. 


Many S. Tomas, . 
; Managers. 
Aucusra Bowers, ; 


Convention of the Episeopal Church of New 
Hampshire, 


‘This Convention was held at Clare- 
inont, August 22, 1822. 
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Rey. James B. Howe, President, 
and Albe Cady. Esq. secretary. hy 
the Report of the Committee to whom 
were referred the parochial re 
it appears that they consider { 
Church in this state as yet in ber in- 
. but they ‘anticipate the time 


Peer 
irns. 


' 
ye 


fancy 


when her excellencies may be more 


extensively known, and her menmoers 
will be inspired with a more ardent | 
zeal in diffusing the influence of her | 
doctrines and her worship.” Returns 
were received trom the Church m! 
Portsmouth, in Claremont, in Hold. | 
erness, in Cornish. ia Hopkinton, and 
in Concord.—From these Churches | 

j 


were reported moo communicants : 
and since the lit convention 70 bap- 


tisms. [tis also mentioned that an 
Episcopal so) 
at Charlestown, and that con®rega- 


New- 


has been oreanized 


~- 7 
crety 


tions have been collected at 


hampton, and Colebrook. 
{Chris, Watelimaan. 


Colonization Society 

At a meeting of ciuzens from New 
Haven and various other places in 
the State, at the close of public wor- 
ship in the Church of the United So- 
crely, September 11. 1822 :-— 

Commumieations were made by an 
Agent of the American Colonization 
Society, on the subject of forming, in 
this State, an Auxthary Society :— 
Whereupon, i was 

Voted, That a Committee of live 
be appointed to report, at the time 
they shall designate, on the expedi- 
ency of forming in this State a Socte- 
ty under the name—The sluridliary 





Soc fy of the State of Connection, 
Also, , 

Voted, That Seth P. Staples, Judge 
Baldwin, Samuel J. Hitchcock, Pre- 
sident Day, andthe Rev. Mr. Seran- 
ton, be the Committee to report as 


above stated. 
Cares J. TeNNeEy, 
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Episcopal Act. 
At an ordination held in St. John’s 
Church, Providence, Rhode Ist!and. 


| taster of 


tomate of parents 4 





~ Pomme 


ence “i - 1990 
on Friday, September 6th, Mr. Alex 
ander Jone S, Ju } wd Vr. Ch irles 
a ry \lden, were admitied to the 
holy order of Deacons bv the Riwht 
Rev. Bishop Griswold ; Divine Ser- 
vice wus pertor ned iy ine Rey. Miu 


Daft. andthe Sermon by the Kishop 


fry 


() 


Died, lav the [ot tember, after 
ishortillpess, at lis residence in Cees) county, 
the Rev. Winrtraw Ninp. Reetor 
phens Parish The deceased wasin the 45th 

{ tn imal fasthiul 


Vear of 
really beloved and 


on Fri hs , 


or =. Se 


his age- humble 


the Lose 1, mnie 


respect d by all who knew him, and gi: auly 
revretted by those over whom Providenee had 
1 placed him im the pastoral charge. Sx arcely 
had the grave closed over the remains of his 


ged and reverend father, ere he ys also called 
to give an account of his stewardstip. A wife 
{six children are fett to mourn the loss of 
ot the husbands and most affe 

but, having been taught 
bv precept and exrunple lo say °° thy will be 
done,’ will, we trust, through grace, be ena 
bled to bear this heavy afthetion with bee ome 
resignation, and to mourn, but 
having this consolation, 


al gai. 


pene best of 


Ba “not as 


those without hope,” 
ut 


that their loss is his ri 


‘ 


\ ! 


wiso t 


ec have he melancholy task to record 
the sudden death of the Rev. Joun Bray, 
Rector of William and Mary and St. Andrew’s 
parishes, in St. Mary's county, Md. He died 

of Sr pte mber last. We 
hope some firend of the ised will prepare 
for the Repertory some account of his useful 


on Sundav the 22d 


acce 


labours, and the eircumstances of his depart 
ure trom thip world to the giansious of rest im 


his Father's kingdom 


Notice. 

The Anaual Meeting of the Education So- 
eicty of the District of Columbia will be held, 
in ™t. Paul's Church, in the e:y of Alexan- 
dria, on Thursday the 3lst day of October 
instant, at U2 o’elock. The members of the 

Beard of Manogers, and the friends of the 
| Society geverally, are requested to be punctual 
‘in their attendance, as business of importance 
wit] engage their attention. 


WM. HAWLEY, Sec’y 


Answers lo Correspondents 
Aurelius, A Layman, F.W., and two pieces 
from A, C—n, are received. We have inserted 
jone of the latter in the present No. It will, we 
‘doubt not, be read with interest; and, should 
1it be the means of callme the attention of the 
different vestries to the subject on which it 
treats, it may be productive of great use ful- 
ness 

We would again remind those of our cor- 
irespondents who have neglected to forward 
their communications, that it is expected they 
will either fulfil their engagement without de- 
lay or send in the forfeiture 














